Soviets blame West for Gulf war 

MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet newspaper on Sunday blamed the 
United States and its allies for the continuation of the 
six-year-old Gulf war between Iran and Iraq. The army daily 
Krasnaya Zyezda (Red Star) said the conflict, against the 
interests of both countries, could have ended long ago had 
"influential forces in the West" not been interested in prolong- 
ing it. Washington, while claiming to be neutral in the conflict, 
maintained efforts to deepen the contradictions between the two 
Gulf states as well as other Arab countries, it said. “Certain 
steps are also being taken to maintain the balance of forces on 
the (ranian-lraqi front by manipulating the supplies of arms and 
military hardware to the warring sides and thereby to ensure the 
dragging out of the conflict,'' it said. The newspaper accused 
private arms companies in the United States. Britain, West 
Germany, Italy, Israel and Japan of supplying Iran “by 
roundabout ways" to make huge profits. 
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OPEC ministers reach agreement 

TAIF ( R.J — Six OPEC oil ministers formally ended talks here 
on Sunday, and Saudi Arabia's Ahmad Zaki Ynmani said they 
readied an agreement to be put to a full session of the 13-nation 
group next month. Sheikh Yamani and ministers from Kuwait. 
Indonesia, Venezuela. Nigeria and the United Arab Emirates had 
been reviewing output cooperation with states outside the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). He gave no 
details to reporters of what kind of agreement was reached in the 
three-day talks, aimed at Qndingways to bolster the sagging world 
oil market. The ministers' report will be presented to an OPEC 
conference in Brioni. Yugoslavia, starting on June 25. Officials 
said discussions covered an oil market review by OPEC experts, 
who also met here. 

OPEC market share increases, page 7 
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French official leaves 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Mr. Jean Fra- 
ncois Deniau. vice-president of 
the French National Assembly’s 
Foreign Committee, left Amman 
un Sunday following a three-day 
visit during which he was received 
by His Majesty King Hussein and 
senior Jordanian officials. The 
focus of Mr. Deniau's talks in 
Amman was means and ways to 
revive Middle hast peace efforts 
and the situation on the Iran-Iraq 
vrarfront. according to French 
Amtoissador to Jordan Patrick 
Leckrrq . The situation in Lebanon i 
as well as the latest development 1 
in the region were also discussed 1 
during the meeting, Mr. Leclerq 
tokJ the Jordan Times. 

Villager killed, 4 
* hurt in Israeli shelling 

SIIXJN (R) — One villager was 
killed and four were injured when 
Israeli forces shelled the South 
Lebanese village of Yateron Sun- 
day. security sources said. The 
mosq lie of the vi ! lage . j ust north of 
Israe f s se If-sty led ' - seeu rity zon e” 
was damaged by the heavy art- 
illery shelling, the sources added. 

Greek Cypriots vote 

NICOSIA ( R J — Greek. Cypriots 
voted on Sunday in the first ele- 
ctions for city mayors and mun- 
’ iripal councillors to be held in 
Cyprus in 33 years. An electorate 
ofZISJODO. including for the first 
time voters aged 18-20. is cho- 
osing 18 mayors from 6V can- 
didates and 228 councillor from 
MW nomaiees. Turkish Cypriots . 
in their breakaway n« irthera state 
will hold separate local elections 
on June 1. 

3,000 Sudanese 
rebels defect 

KHARTOUM (R) - About 
3 .(W0 rcbelsof the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) in sou- 
thern Sudan have defected to a 
..^ro-goverament guerrilla group, 
’"the Sudan News Agency (SUNA) 
said Sunday. It quoted Simon 
Manang, acting military governor 
of the Upper Nile region, as saying 
the defectors joined the "Friendly 
Anya-Nya 1 1 *' group with their 
arms. Anya-Nya I defected from 
the SPLA two years ago and has 
up to 15.000 men in the Upper 
Nile region. 

Colombia goes to polls 

BOGOTA (R) — Colombians, 
voted on Sunday to elect a new 
president amid strict secu rity mea- 
sures to prevenr possible guerrilla 
attacks, with no early incident 
reported. Liberal Party leader 
Virgil io Barco, a 64 -year-old cen- 
trist former minister, was ove- 
rwhelmingly favoured to win by a 
comfortable margin. 

Vintage jets collide 
in U.S. air show 

MILDfcNHALL <AP) - Two 
vintage jets collided in mid-air 
Sunday before more than 1 00.000 
spectators at an air show hosted by 
the U-S.air force near Cambridge. 
The U.S. air force said two ere-- 
wmen were safe but the fate of two 
“then, was not known. Suffolk fire 
^services said they had been killed. 
Hie two Koval Air Force jets — a 
Uloster Meteor and a de Hav- 
illand Vampire — were giving a 
display at Air Fete '86. one of the 
largest air displays in the world. 
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Independence Day celebrated with nation-wide festivities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan on 
Sunday celebrated the 40th ann- 
iversary of its independence with 
nation-wide festivities and gov- 
ernment departments and public 
institutions remaining closed on 
the occasion. 

His Majesty King Hussein rec- 
eived cables of good wishes from 
kings and beads of state of Arab 
and friendly countries expressing 
hope that Jordan will achieve fur- 
ther progress and prosperity. 

The cables paid tribute to the 
King’s wise policy towards nat- 
ional and international issues and 
his keenness to achieve pan-Arab 
solidarity and enhance joint Arab 
action. 

The heads of state said in their 
cables that they look forward to 
developing their countries' rel- 
ations and ties of friendship and 
cooperation with Jordan. 

Cables of good wishes to the 
King also came from Prime Min- 
ister Zaid Rifat Speaker and 
members of the Upper House of 
Parliament, deputy speaker and 
members of the Lower House of 
Parliament and Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief General 


Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, the dir- 
ectors of Public Security, Civil 
Defence and the Intelligence 
Departments, representatives of 
various economic and social org- 
anisations and presidents of trade 
and professional unions and 
members of the public. 

His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan inaugurated the A1 
Raya Al Hashemieh Gardens at 
the Sports City district of Amman 
which was set up by Amman Mun- 
icipality. Prince Hassan toured the 
new garden, set up on 10 dunums 
with plenty of space for children to 
play, water fountains and planted 
with flowers and trees. 

At the outset of the celebration, 
Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf Al 
Rawabdeh made a speech in 
which he said that the garden was 
named Al Raya Al Hashemieh 
(Hashemite banner) in reference 
to the Hashemite family's reign in 
Jordan. It is to symbolise Jordan's 
economic and social edifice built 
by Jordanians under the lea- 
dership of the Hashemite family, 
the mayor said. 

He paid tribute to Prince Has- 
san’s keenness on carrying out 


King returns 
from Damascus 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein returned home early Sunday from a 
brief trip to Damascus for his second round 
of talks with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad in the last three weeks. 


Reuter quoted diplomats as 
speculating that the two leaders 
were trying to pave the way for an 
Arab summit 

The Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra, said the King and President 
Assad discussed the current Arab 
situation and relations between 
the two states in three hours of 
private talks Saturday night. Petra 
did not elaborate. 

The last attempt to convene an 
Arab summit after the April 15 
U.S. bombing raid oa Libya col- 
lapsed in disarray. Arab states fai- 
led to agree on an agenda and 
Libya's leader Muaramar Qadhafi 
tried to change the venue from 
Morocco to a town in the Libyan 
desert. 

However Arab foreign min- 
isters agreed to make another eff- 
ort to hold a summit. 

The King last conferred with 


Peres urges Thatcher to 
explore peace prospects 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
appealed on Sunday to British 
leader Margaret Thatcher to 
eplore with Arab leaders ways to 
end the stalemate in Middle East 
peace efforts, a Peres aide said. 

“Peres expressed hope that 
Thatcher will be able to carry 
out a personal mission towards 
negotiations to advance the 1 
peace process,” the aide said 
after the prime ministers' two- 
hour meeting. 

Mrs. Thatcher told reporters 
she will meet His Majesty King 
Hussein in London in three 
weeks as part of continuing 
attempts to negotiate Aral* 
Israeli peace. 

The meeting with Mr. Peres 
was the main political event in a 
largely ceremonial four-day 
visit, the first by a serving British 
prime minister. 

On Saturday, Mrs. Thatcher 
offered to use her contacts with 
Arab leaders to restore momen- 
tum to the peace process. 

prior to the meeting with Mr. 
Peres in his office, Mrs. Thatch- 
er told a group of Israeli news- 
paper editors that she was con- 


cerned about the vacuum in the 
peace moves in the area, accord- 
ing to a British official briefing 
reporters about the closed-door 
meeting. 

The official, quoted the prime 
minister as saying her govern- 
ment and other European na- 
tions supported participation of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in peace talks 
because no long-term agreement 
would hold without them. 

Mrs. Thatcher, the official 
said, also favoured mayoral elec- 
tions in the Israeli -occupied 
West Bank in order to nurture 
Palestinian leadership for future 
peace moves. 

British officials said that Mrs. 
Thatcher told the Israeli editors 
over lunch that she brought no 
peace initiative but was con- 
cerned about the lack of prog- 
ress. 

They hinted that she wanted 
to urge Mr. Peres to encourage 
Palestinians to take bigger role 
in the administration of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and hoped 
Israel could improve economic 
conditions there. 


3 bombs explode near 
Tel Aviv and Ashkelon 



TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Three 
bombs exploded on Sunday in a 
central town and at a soldiers’ 
hitch hiking station during the 
morning rush hour, wounding one 
person, police said. 

The man was injured when a 
bomb went off near a bus stop in 
Kfar Sain, 20 kilometres north of 
Tel Aviv. A second explosion roc- 
ked another part of tire town an' 
hour later but caused no cas- 
ualties. 

Earlier, a bomb exploded at a 


busy intersection outside the 
beach resort of Ashkelon, 50 kil- 
ometres south of Tel Aviv, where 
troops were thumbing riles to 
their bases after weekend leave. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, on an official visit 
to Israel, travels to Ashkelon on 
Monday for a tour of a slum area 
rehabilitated with funds from Bri- 
tish Jewry. 

It was the second Mast in the 
Ashke lon area in less than a week. 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and senior officials attend Al 
Maghreb prayers prior to taking part in an lftar 

development projects in Jordan. The Al Ra 
Other speakers at the cel- garden is the 2 
ebration spoke about ind- gardens the mi 
ependence and the public services up in the capi 
in the Amman area. Later, Prin- 


The A I Raya Al Hashemieh 
garden is the 27th in a series of 50 
gardens the municipality is setting 
up in the capital. 

Later. Prince Hassan opened 


hosted by Prime Minister and Defence Minister 
Zaid Rifai on the occasion of Independence Day 
(Petra photo) 

Al Hashemieh another garden at Marka set up 
in a series of 50 amidst a district inhabited by 
pality is setting lO.OUU people, and another at 
Jahal Al Nasr. set up on IS Jun- 
iassan opened ums of land and containing a 


community centre, a children’s 
library and essential services and 
playing facilities for children. 

The garden was named after 
Mahmoud Al Uudah who had had 
a long service in Amman Mun- 
icipality before his recent death. 

The Amman Municipality org- 
anised an agricultural, industrial 
and trade exhibition which will 
last two weeks. The exhibition was 
opened by Mayor Rawabdeh at 
the new municipality building. 

ft displays local industrial and 
agricultural products and hig- 
hlights the government's activities 
to promote the agricultural and 
industrial sectors in Jordan. 

Under-Secretary of the Min- 
istry of Information Michael 
Hamamch opened an art exh- 
ibition at Philadelphia Hotel on 
Saturday. 

The exhibition, organised in 
cooperation with the department 
of arts and culture and Amman 
Municipality, exhibits some 60 
paintings depicting genera] sce- 
nery in Jordan. 

It will remain open for seven 
da vs. 


President Assad in Amman on 
May 5. President Assad's visit to 
Jordan was his first in nine years. 

The King bad previously visited 
Damascus on Dec. 30. 

Petra said that while King Hus- 
sein and President Assad were 
meeting. Prime Minster Zaid Al 
Rifai had separate talks with Syr- 
ian Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddara. 

Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Odeh and Foreign Minister Taher 
Al Masri also accompanied the 
King on his visit to Damascus. 

The King and the acc- 
ompanying delegation were the 
guests of honour at an lftar ban- 
quet hosted by President Assad 
Saturday evening. The King was 
received upon his arrival and seen 
off upon his departure from Dam- 
ascus by President Assad and sen- 
ior Syrian officials. 
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His Majesty King Hussein confers with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad in Damascus Saturday night (photo on left) and is received by 

Jordan, along with w 
6 Race Against Time’ 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan upon his return to 
Amman early Sunday (Petra photos) 

rid nations, stages 
5 raise aid for Africa 


By Salamefa B. Ne’matt 
and agency dispatches 
PEOPLE I»N five continents - 
estimated at between 25 and 30 
million runners in 266 cities in 75 
countries including Jordan took 
part in a “Race Against Time" 
to raise funds for Africa, making 
it the biggest fund-raising event 
in world history. 

Nearly 800 runners in Jordan 
participated in Sport Aid's 
"Race Against Time" worldwide 
climax. The race kicked off from 
the Intermediate University Col- 
lege and ended three kilometres 
away at the Sport City stadium 
where winners were awarded 
prizes. 

Men, women and children 
took part in the event which was 
organised here by UNICEF and 
the sports federation. 

“It was an opportunity to do 
something physical for the less 
fortunate in Africa." a 64-year- 
old participant who had just 
crossed the finishing line told the 
Jordan Times. The businessman. 


who identified himself as Abu 
Nader, said: “It is always better 
to get on your feel and do 
something rather than just talk 
about a problem." 

He was still waiting for his 
wife five minutes later. “It must 
be the heat that has delayed 
her.” he said. His wife is 58.' 

Children as young as )2 took 
pan in the race through the 
Zarqa Highway, braving the 
heat. 

Jordan joined the internation- 
al event on its Independence 
Day in solidarity with Sudan and 
other African nations. 

Mohammad Matari won the 
children category in Sunday's 
event. A Sports Federation offi- 
cial said Mohammad Matari is 
the younger brother of 18-year- 
old Khadija Matari who ran in 
London's “Race Against Time" 
along with 20-yea r-old Ahmad 
Moukbel on Sunday. 

Amnag Odeh won the female 
category. Fayez Juma’a won the 
male 15-25 age category; Tho- 


mas Hammer-Shmidt won the 
26-35 category and Ogla Masri 
won in the over-35 group. All 
participants received certificates 
from UNICEF. 

Young and old in 75 countries 
took part in the simultaneous 
sponsored “Race Against 
Time." billed as the biggest 
global athletic event of all lime. 
Organisers hope the event will 
raise SIM million for famine 
relief. 

Sport Aid was the idea of Irish 
rock star Bob Geldof who 
founded the charitable group 
Band Aid. which has raised 
nearly $103 million from re- 
cords. “Live Aid" tra ns- Atlantic 
rock music concerts and other 
projects. 

The race started as Sudanese 
athlete Omar Khalifa, who com- 
pleted a series of 10-km runs 
through 12 European cities, ar- 
rived at the United Nations with 
the Olympic-style torch he lit on 
a relief camp fire in his native 
country eight days ago. 


Khalifa told reporters before 
leaving for New York: "I am not 
thinking about being tired. 1 am 
running this race with all of my 
heart and 1 am giving 100 per 
cent." 

Pensioners and disabled peo- 
ple joined the race as best they 
could. 

Organisers enlisted a host of 
celebrities and prominent people 
from all walks of life to mobilise 
the masses. 

Runners Sebastian Coe and 
Grete Waitz were leading the 
way in New York, tennis player 
Adriano Panatta in Rome, pop 
stars Sting, Rod Stewart and 
Boy George in London. 

Geldofs Band Aid trust and 
LINICEF will share the pro- 
ceeds, but organisers bringing 
pressure to bear on the interna- 
tional community to act for 
Africa. 

The race was timed to precede 
the first U.N. General Assembly 
special session on Africa open- 
ing on Monday. 


Operator’s ‘experiment’ caused 
Chernobyl disaster, paper says 


LONDON (AP) — Human error 
was responsible for the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster, the Observer 
newspaper reported Sunday, quo- 
ting unidentified Soviet and int- 
ernational nuclear investigators. 

“An operator’s mistake — in 
the positioning of rods used to 
keep the nuclear reaction under 
control — led to a chain of events 
which caused a 200-ton crane to 
crash on to the intensely rad- 
ioactive core of the reactor — and 
to the world’s worst disaster in a 
nuclear power plant ” the weekly 
paper said. 

Atleast 15 people died and nea- 
rly 300 were hospitalised after the 
'accident 

The Observer said investigators 
believe a sudden power surge in 
the number four reactor at Che- 
rnobyl shortly after 1:23 ajn. on 
April 26"can only have happened 
through an operator altering the 
position of the control rods.” 

The reactor, which was und- 
ergoing maintenance, went from 
seven per cent power to half its 
normal level without any warning, 
the paper said. 

Investigators believe the ope- 
rator “may have been conducting 
experiments on the reactor —e'rt- 
•her officially or on his own ini- 


tiative — to see what would hap- 
pen if the rods were adjusted." the 
paper said. 

“This fits in with u cryptic ( Sov- 
iet) statement last week that’exp- 
erimental research work’ wns 
going on at Chernobyl at the 
time.” it said. 

Unidentified experts were quo- 
ted by the paper as saying such an 
experiment on a Soviet RBMK- 
1000 reactor like Chernobyl is 
"particularly perilous” because 
the nuclear reaction in the core is 
very delicately balanced. 

“The investigators think The 
operator pulled out some control 
rods and upset this delicate bal- 
ance," the Observer said. “Ala- 
rmed, he moved some more rods 
to tiy to get the situation back 
under control — and this caused 
partof die reactor to 'go critical 1 

A section near the top of the 
reactor core rapidly heated up 
causing both the uranium fuel and 
its zirconium containers to bec- 
ome extremely hot, the paper said. 

Normally, the containers are 
cooled by water but as they bec- 
ame extremely hot, the zirconium 
reacted with the water to produce 
hydrogen which leaked into the 
hall above the reactor core and 
exploded, the paper said. 


GCC team launches plan 
to settle Bahrain-Qatar row 


BAHRAIN (R) — A team of mil- 
itary observers set up by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council I GCC) arr- 
ived in Qatar and Bahrain on Sun- 
day as a first step towards imp- 
lementing a Saudi Arabian plan to 
resoive their territorial dispute. 

A GCC statement said the team 
from member states Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Oman, and the United 
Arab Emirates and led by 
Major-General Sa'id Al Mua’ineh 
“began its mission to restore the 
situation between Bahrain and 
Qatar to normal." 

The statement gave no other 
details. Gulf sources have said the 
team will monitor the pullback of 
Bahraini and Qatari forces from 
border rones and disputed areas. 

GCC Secretary-General Abd- 
ullah Bishara and the head of the 
council's military commission. 
Youssef Al Madam, meanwhile, 
continued talks in Bahrain on how- 
to carry out the Saudi plan. They 
were due to fly to Qatar on a sim- 
ilar mission. 

The dispute, which threatened a 
rift within the six-nation alliance, 
flared last month when Qatari 
troops landed on the disputed reef 
of Fasht Ad Dibat and seized 30 
foreign workers preparing the 
ground for a Bahraini coastguard 


station. 

The workers — 25 Filipinos, 
two Britons, two Thais and a Dut- 
chman — were released after 17 
days. 

Saudi Arabia said last Monday 
that the two emirates had acc- 
epted its proposals for a set- 
tlement. Gulf sources said these 
envisage a reduction of troops 
deployments on broder zones and 
referring the dispute, to neg- 
otiations. 

The foreign ministers of Bah- 
rain and Qatar were due to meet in 
the next 10 days to discuss the dis- 
pute, the United Arab Emirates 
daily Al Ittihad reported. It said 
tiie Saudi defence and foreign 
ministers will also attend the talks. 

In Doha, well-informed sources 
said Bahrain had agreed to dis- 
mantle construction of the coa- 
stguard post in Fasht Ad Dibal 
and dredging work on a nearby 
reef, which Qatar has said was in 
violation of a 1982 pact. 

The ownership claims to Fasht 
Ad Dibal and other areas, inc- 
luding the sparesely-populated 
Hawar Islands, have been un- 
resolved for some 40 years since 
the two emirates were under Bri- 
tish protection. 


On the anniversary of Jordan's 
40th independence, the Ministry 
of Communications put into cir- 
culation a commemorative 160- 
fils stamp bearing the picture of 
the late King Abdullah lbn Al 
Hussein, founder of the Has- 
hemite Kingdom of Jordan, dec- 
orating an army soldier with a dis- 
tinguished Jordanian medal. 

Ministry Under-Secretary 
Mansour Ibn Tarif said the design 
on the stamp highlights the role of 
the Armed Forces in building up 
the country and bolstering itslnd- 
ependcnce. 

ependence Day anniversary. 
Prime Minister and Defence Min- 
in Madabu. a variety show was 
organised by the Ministry of Edu- 
cation to mark the anniversary of 
Independence Day. 

Chi the occasion of the Ind- 
ister Zaid Rifai hosted an lftar 
banquet in honour of King Hus- 
sein at the Sports City on Sunday. 
It was attended by Prince Hassan. 
senior officials, heads of pro- 
fessional organisations, and Isl- 
amic and Christian religious lea- 
ders. 


Assad 
begins 
visit to 
Greece 
todav 

m/ 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Syr- 
ian President Hafez Al Assad goes 
to Greece on Monday as part of 
his drive to deflect charges in the 
West that his country supports 
international guerrilla violence. 

Official sources said he would 
ronfer with President Christos 
Sartzetakis and Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandrcou on the 
three-day state visit, his firsl to a 
NATO country. 

Diplomats said Mr. Assad was 
expected to tell Greek leaders that 
Syria was an actual and potential 
target of attack, rather than an ins- 
tigator of “terrorism.” 

Syria has reported at least 200 
people killed in a wave of bomb 
blasts in the last three months and 
the media blamed agents of Israel 
for the attacks. 

Mr. Assad has denied Syrian 
involvement in “terrorism"’ and 
sought international support in 
the face of implied military threats 
from Israel and the United States. 

Newsweek magazine reported 
on Sunday that "the U.S. State 
Department’s top expert on ter- 
rorism has warned Syria to stop 
supporting Palestinian extremist 
Abu Nidai. who the U.S. blames 
for the Rome and Vienna airport 
attacks last December. 

State Department official Rob- 
ert Oakley delivered the warning 
— in which he also insisted that 
“terrorists" be expelled from 
camps in Syria and Lebanon — to 
Syrian Ambassador Rafic Jouejati 
in Washington two weeks ago. the 
weekly news magazine reported. 

It said Mr. Oakley confronted 
Mr. Jouejati with "evidence" of 
alleged Syrian complicity in a 
number of attacks, including the 
Rome airport attack Dec. 27. 

The warning carried no threat 
of "reprisals" if Syria refused to 
comply, but Washington hopes 
an unspoken threat of new' eco- 
nomic and political sanctions will 
convince- President Assad to 
“mend" his ways. Newsweek rep- 
orted. 

The United States last month 
sent warplanes to hit Libya in 
“retaliation" for allegedly mas- 
terminding a bomb blast at a West 
Berlin club frequented by U.S. 
servicemen. 

However since the U.S. strike 
on Libya, the New York Times 
reported the sole surviving gun- 
man from the Rome attack told 
interrogators he was trained for 
tiie mission by Syrian agents. 

Britain earlier this month exp- 
elled three Syrian diplomats after 
Damascus refused to allow them 
to be questioned by police inv- 
estigating the attempt to bomb an 
Israeli El Al plane. Syria denied 
involvement and ordered out 
| three British diplomats. 

Greece, the only state in Wes- 
tern Europe with no diplomatic 
relations with Israel, is a staunch 
supporter of Arab rights and ins- 
ists on Israeli withdrawal from all 
occupied Arab land. 
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Iraqis cripple tanker near Kharg 


IORDAN TIMES. MONDAY MAY 26,19ft; 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq said Sunday its navy 
units have dealt a large ma ritime target an “acc- 
urate blow” near the Ir anian coast, and Gulf-based 
Marine Salvage Executives said the Cyprus- 
registered tanker W. Enterprise sustained a m i s s ile 
blast in the Gulf waters south of Iran’s Kharg Island 
o3 terminal. 

The brief Iraq statement, bro- The vessei was struck “ear 
adcast by the state-run Baghdad Khar S “ eastern sector 

Radio and attributed to an uni- *^ ie Gulf waters, at a point 28 
dentified military spokesman, said degrees 42 minutes north latitude 
the attack took place at 00:15 aQ d 50 degrees 42 minutes east 
a.m.. Sunday (2015 GMT Sat- longitude, according to shipping 
urday) and that all naval units ret- soj^es in Kuwait, Doha and Bah 7 
urned safely to base. ra fa- 

It was not clear in the statement a «ack on the W. Enterprise 

if the missile was fired by a navy was P** of the so-called tanker 
vessel or by a helicopter gunship war * aQ oflshoot of the six- 
of the Iraqi Navy. year-old I ran -Iraq conflict 

Kuwait-based maritime s hi- The Iraqis have vowed to choke 
pping executives confirmed the off Iran’s economy by blocking its 
attack on the 357.000-ton ° a exports- They have beet* rai- 
W. Enterprise which, they said ^ takers and bulk carriers 
radioed a Mayday signal app- soutb of "7 th toe Iranians 

ealing for urgent assistance. often retaliating, in kind, hitting 

The tanker, these executives commercial vessels in int- 
said, was taking water after the cniadonal waters near Arab coa- 
missQe blast had punched a hole sts alon S die middle and southern 
above waterline and into the eng- sectors of the Gulf, 
ine room. The Iraqis never identify their 


sea attack victims with anything 
beyond the term large maritime 
target which, in their military par- 
lance, means oil tankers. 

The London-based Lloyd’s 
Shipping Intelligence unit rep- 
orted the attack on the W. Ent- 
erprise, which is managed by Mar- 
ine Management A/S of Oslo, 
Norway. 

The tanker’s crew of 21 Poles 
and two Norwegian ship ins- 
pectors were ail safe, shipping 
sources here said. 

Tbe W. Enterprise was awaiting 
assistance, with an engine dam- 
age, and would be towed for ins- 
pection to a point near Dubai, 
these sources said. 

They added that the tanker, 
owned by Telfair Shipping Com- 
pany of Cyprus, was folly loaded 
with Kharg crude at the time of the : 
attack. 

Meanwhile a French embassy 
spokesman Sunday dismissed as 
speculation a local press report 
that Paris was engaged in a new 
initiative to end the Iran -Iraq war, 
now well into its sixth year. 

The English -language Kuwait 
Times quoted informed Arab sou- 


French emissary in Damascus amid 
reports of possible hostage release 


DAMASCUS (AP) — A French 
emissary was in Damascus Sunday 
amid reports that French and pos- 
sibly American hostages held by 
Shf he Muslim extremists in Leb- 
anon will soon be released. 

The envoy. Annan Adham, arr- 
ived unannounced in tbe Syrian! 
capital of Damascus Friday night 
from Paris, informed sources said. 
They requested anonymity. 

Mr. Adham was previously inv- 
olved in Syrian government eff- 
orts to help with the release of 
French hostages held by Shfite 
Muslim groups in Lebanon. 

“Adham, who is in charge in fol- 
lowing up the case of the French 
hostages, is in Damascus to res- 
ume his mission,” the Beirut 
newspaper As Safir reported Sun- 
day. 

The pro-Libyan magazine A1 
Shiraa said Saturday that three 
American hostages and three 
French hostages held by Muslim 
factions in Lebanon will be rel- 
eased soon. 

The one-paragraph report in 
the Beirut publication said an 
“informed political source has dis-- 
closed that six hostages kidnapped 
in Beirut, three Americans and 
three Frenchmen, will be heed 


shortly.” 

It did not elaborate. 

John Jenoo, the brother of one 
of the kidnapped Americans, the 
Rev. Lawrence Martin Jenco, said 
the U.S. State Department inf- 
ormed him of the report Saturday 
and said U.S. officials were trying 
to confirm it. 

As Safir quoted unidentified 
sources as saying eight French 
hostages will be released over the 
next nine days. The two- 
paragraph report did not identify 
the hostages to be released. 

Nine Frenchmen are missing in 
Lebanon. 

Islamic Holy War, or Jihad, has 
claimed responsibility for kid- 
napping four of them: Michel Seu- 
rat, a research analyst; Marcel 
Fontaine, a French embassy vice 
consol; Marcel Carton, an emb- 
assy protocol officer; and jou- 
rnalist Jean -Paul Kauffman. 

Another group calling itself the 
Revolutionary Justice Org- 
anisation claimed it kidnapped a 
four- man television crew of Fra- 
nce's Antenne 2 station on March 
8 . 

Tbe ninth Frenchman, retired 
car dealer Camille Sontag, was 


kidnapped on May 7. No group 
has claimed responsibility for his 
abduction. 

Islamic Jihad has claimed it kil- 
led Seurat in March and U.S. 
embassy political officer William 
Buckley last October, but their 
deaths could not be confirmed. 

The four Americans other than. 
Buckley m Jihad’s captivity are 
Associated Press chief Middle 
East correspondent Terry And- 
erson, Jenco, a Roman Catholic 
priest, director of the American 
University Hospital David Jac- 
obsen, and acting dean of agr- 
iculture at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut Thomas Sut- 
herland. 

The four employees of the tel- 
evision station Antenne 2 are cor- 
respondent PhflipRochot, cam- 
eraman Georges Hansen, sou- 
ndman Auret Cornea, and lighting 
'engineer Jean-Louis Nor m an din. 

Their relatives have received 
letters and photographs indicating 
that they are well 

A total of 21 foreigners are tho- 
ught to be held hostage in Leb- 
anon, including two Britons,' one 
Italian, one Irishman, one South 
Korean and two Cypriots, | 


Romanian escapes abduction in Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A Rom- 
anian diplomat has escaped a kid- 
nap attempt in mainly Muslim 
west Beirut, police said Sunday. 

They said four gunmen in two 
cars stopped the unnamed Rom- 
anian as he drove through west 
Beirut’s Zokak A1 Balat nei- 
ghbourhood at 1 p.m. (1000 
GMT) Saturday. 

But he jumped out of his car and 
ran away. The assailants fired at 
him but missed, according to tbe 
police report 

It said Shfite Muslim mai- 
nstream Amal militiamen sprinted 
from their nearby centre in the 
40-storey unfinished Murr Tower 


skyscraper and rescued the Rom- 
anian official along with his car. 

Amal militiamen escorted the 
diplomat to the Romanian emb- 
assy. while tbe unknown gunmen 
escaped, die report said. 

The Romanian embassy refused 
to comment. 

Police also reported that three 
masked gunmen shot and killed 
Father Butros Abi Akl, 62, a 
Maronhe Catholic, near Leb- 
anon’s southern port city of Tyre 
on Saturday. 

Fr. Abi Akl was driving with 
two nuns to his headquarters at 
Kadmous Missionary Association, 
at Jwar A1 Nakhl near lyre when 


the gunmen stopped the car, for- 
ced him to climb out and then spr- 
ayed him with sub-machine gun 
fire, police said. 

Tbe assailants then escaped m a 
waiting car .while tbe two nuns 
walked to Tyre and reported the 
assassination, police added. 

» 

5 killed in S. Lebanon 

Also on Saturday four com-] 
mandos and a pro -Israeli tnili -' 
t ia man were killed in a dash ins- 
ide Israel's self-dedared “security 
zone” in South Lebanon, security 
sources said. 


Report critical of army alarms Israelis 


rces as saying a high-ranking 
French team was conducting int- 
ensive t alks with the Iranian lea- 
dership in an attempt to convince 
Iran of the need for a peaceful set- 
tlement. 

The initiative, it said, hinged on 
France's readiness to help Iran 
rebuild its war-battered economy 
if it agreed to an end to the con- 
flict. 

“Concerning a French initiative 
and concerning French economic 
aid, financial aid... I have no news 
concerning this. That’s pure spe- 
culation,” the embassy spo- 
kesman said. 

The spokesman said such an ini- 
tiative may have been surmised 
following a recent visit by Iran’s 
Deputy Prime Minister AJireza 
Moayeri to Paris, but added: 
“There is nothing official con- 
cerning that.” 

France, a major supplier of 
arms to Iraq, has held talks aimed 
at improving ties with Iran amid 
speculation Tehran may be able to 
use its influence to seek the rel- 
ease of French nationals held hos- 
tage in Lebanon. 

Turkey 
objects 
to new air 
corridor 
over Aegean 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkey obj- 
ected Saturday to the est- 
ablishment by Greece of a new air 
corridor for civil aviation over the 
Aegean and threatened to take 
counter-measures. 

A Turkish Foreign Ministry sta- 
tement said Greece had ann- 
ounced a new air corridor, named 
J-60, on a line from Salonka in 
eastern Greece south to Lemnos 
bland in eastern Aegean toChios 
Island in the same area. It is to 
take effect on June 1. 

Hie statement said Greece sho- 
uld drop foe plan, “otherwise it 
wfll be inevitable for ns to take 
actual counter-measures.” 

The statement said foe new cor- 
ridor was' a replacement for the 
Green T l8 line declared by Greece 
in 1981. 

The International Civil Avi- 
ation Organisation (ICAO) ruled 
in 1985 that Greece should rem- 
ove the G-18 corridor further 
west, the Turkish announcement 
said. 

Turkey maintains thatno nation 
can unilaterally declare a civil avi- 
ation air corridor without con- 
sulting neighbouring countries 
and receiving ICAO approval. 

. When Greece sets up air cor- 
ridors close to the Turkish Aegean 
coastline — tire islands of Lemnos 
and Ghios are a few kilometres 
from the Turkish coast — it can 
disrupt air force manoeuvres in 
that region, said a Foreign Min- 
istry official who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

In 1984, Greece closed the 
G-l 8 air corridor to all civilian tra- 
ffic during the air defence phase of 
NATO's “Display Det- 
e ruination” exercise. 



M ohamma d Siad Bttrre 

Somali 
president 
hospitalised 
in Riyadh 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
President Mohammad Siad Bane 
of Somalia was hospitalised at the 
Riyadh military hospital for uns- 
pecified mjuries suffered ma‘‘tra- 
rfic accident” near Mogadishu ear- 
lier in the week, foe Saudi Arabian 
government announced Sunday, 

“President Bane’s condition is 
generally fair and warrants no 
worry,” an unidentified official 
told foe government-run Saudi 
Press Agency. 

The agency said that Mr. Bane 
was flown from Mogadishu to 
Riyadh aboard a “flying hospital” 
of foe Royal Saudi Air Forces. 
The aircraft was sent to Somalia 
on order of King Fahd with “five 
top doctors” aboard it to bring Mr. 
Bane to Riyadh, it said. 

The agency quoted Somali Inf- 
ormation Minister Mohammad 
.O mar as praising King F ahd for 
according personal care to Mr. 
Bane’s health condition. 

Earlier in the week, reports 
from Mogadishu said Mr. Barre 
was hurt when his car overturned 
in an accident, claiming that he 
suffered minor injuries. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A highly cri- 
tical report from a military pla- 
nning expert on the state of the 
army and its perfbnxBmce in the 
1982 war in Lebanon has alarmed 
many Israelis and infuriated the 
unitary establishment. 

The author, CoL Emmanuel 
Wald, warned that Israel's army 
has deteriorated badly over the 
past 15 years. CoL Wald said tbe 
army failed to learn from past mis- 
takes. 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
and Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin tried to downplay foe study. 
But Col. Wald's c riticism clearly 
touched a nerve in a nation deeply 
concerned with foe state of its 
army after foe Lebanon war. 

The daily Haaretz was dis- 
mayed by Jus findings. 

’ The report comes as a shock to 
foe civilian population which 
.wants to believe that foe top mil- 
itary echelon is capable of rising 
the (tremendous power foe public 
has placed at its disposal m the 
best possible way ” it said. 

Parliament’s Foreign Affairs 
and Defence Committee devoted 
a ' Special session to foe 700-page 
report and appointed a sub- 
committee to study it. 


a commission of inquiiyfotofww 
the war was initiated and con- 
ducted. 

Col. Wald resigned from his 
general staff post last July to pro- 


test the way Mr. Rabin and Chief 
of Staff Lt-Gen. Moshe Levy 
handled foe report, CoL Wald cla- 
imed the army establishment first 
tried to -sabotage his research, 
then ignored it. 

CoL Wald wrote that the army 
had become bureaucratic ana 
mediocre in the years following 
foe 1967 Middle East war. 

“All it took was 15 years for an 
army famous for its speed, fle- 
xibility (and) mobility — to turn 
into a hopelessly ponderous and 
complex bureaucratic labyrinth," 
Col. Wald said in an mterview 
with the monthly magazine Mon- 
itin. 

He said “foe level of (army) 

operations, which was mediocre in 

1967, eroded rapidly and was alr- 
eady poor by 1982,” when Leb- 
anon war broke out. 

Both Feres and Rabin called foe 
report exaggerated. Peres told 
senior mfirtary officers “there is 
no reason to be frightened by 
(Wald’s) words of doubt” and 
pointed out that tbe army “had 
never lost a war with its Arab nei- 
ghbours.” 

Rabin, who briefed tbe Defence 
and Foreign Affairs Committee 
on the report, said “it contained 
many generalisations without 
concrete examples to back them 
up.” 

But he conceded that CoL Wald 
“is a brilliant man” and admitted 
that he had “erred in not ordering 
the chief of staff to ... hold a dis- 


cussion of foe report," 

Rafael Eitan, axmy-daxt of staff 


member of paritament, attacked 
CoL Wald as “an academfrwfo 
doesn’t see things from a mSaary 
point of view and doeai’rkrtov? 
what it’s Eke to crawl through a 
field of thorns under enen tyfoe” 

Maj.-Gen. Avigdor BcoGal, a 
reserve officer who commanded 
Israeli troops in Lebanon's As- 
tern sector during tbe war, att- 
acked Cbl. Wald for leafcng foe 
report to the press, which becaged 
“evidence of the exhfomoiusni 
and vengefulness of a frustrated 
man.” 

Col. Wald’s report was sharply 
critical of senior officers during 
the Lebanon war. 

“It became evident that foe 
army’s ground forces command 
from brigade level upwards is unp- 
rofessional, lacks expertise and 
the required tactical capability. 
The war showed there is no-cruer 
leadership in the army,” Col 
Wald said. 

He described Israel's generals 
as “lacking in interest, pro- 
fessionalism and understanding of 
the art of war in general aim of 
strategy in particular." 

CoL Wald added that army 
morale fell badly between its peak 
of 1967 and 1982, when in Leb- 
anon “junior commanders and 
regular soldiers accurately sensed 
the signs of hesitation and foe low 
fighting spirit of their officers.” 


Waldheim again rejects Israeli accusations 

The aircraft was sent to Somalia 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Austrian pre- 
sidential candidate Kurt Wal- 
dheim rejected accusations by Isr- 
ael's justice minister that he was 
an accessory to Nazi war mimes, 
tbe Jerusalem Post said Sunday. 

The English-language daily 
quoted Dr. Waldheim as saying in 
a telephone interview conducted 
in Vienna that statements by Jus- 
tice Minister Yitzhak Modai last 
week were “a plain repetition of 
previous unbased, ungrounded 


allegations,” and the documents 
and witnesses Modai cited were 
unknown to him . 

Modai said a ministry inv- 
estigation ordered by the gov- 
ernment had already gathered 
enough evidence against Dr. Wal- 
dheim to put Him on trial as an 
accessory in Nazi war crimes. But 
he said Israel had not yet made 
any decision on whether to req- 
uest Dr. Waldheim’s extradition. 

The World Jewish Congress 


(WJC) has charged that Dr. Wal- 
dheim was an accessory- to w& 
crimes in Yugoslavia and Greece, 
including the killing of Yugoslav 
Partisans and foe mass dep- 
ortation of die Salonika Jewish 
community to concentration 
camps. 

Dr. Waldheim won 49.6 per 
cent of foe vote in the first round 
of die Austrian election on May 4., 
He faces a run-off on June 8. 


‘Black Hebrews’ fear expulsion from Israel 


By Galina Vromen 

Reuter 

; DIMON A — ■ Seventeen years ago 
a tiny black sect claiming descent 
from the Israelite tribe of Judah 
emerged from America’ sinner cit- 
ies and struck roots in the Israeli 
desert. Now they fear they are. 
about to be expelled. 

The “Black Hebrews” have 
long troubled IsracL Eating only 
vegetarian food and adhering to 
beliefs that allow men to marry 
several wives, they have never 
been recognised by Israel as Jews 
and are officially classified as ill- 
egal aliens. 

Last _ra_o n t h , I s r a e I i 
police jailed 46 of them at a citrus 
packing plant for working without 
proper permits and threatened to 
deport them. 

“We are concerned it could be a 
campaign to get us out,” said 
Ben-Ami Carter, a bearded for- 
mer Chicagoan who views himself 


Since the crackdown, foe sect — 
whose L500 members make their 
living in part by selling organic ice 
cream and as entertainers — have 
been afraid to go to work for fear 
of new arrests. 

“We’ve reached a crossroad. 
Something must be done. Now.we 
can’t work. It’s a crisis,” Carter 
said. “I don’t know how we are 
going to feed our children.” 

Fearing arrest, most of the 
Black Hebrews now choose to 
remain in their neat banack-like 
apartment complex in an aba- 
ndoned immigrants’ centre in the 
dusty southern desert town of 
Dimona, where they lead a semi- 
communal life. Women make do- 
foes out of natural fabrics in a 
communal sewing room and chi- 
ldren play on a jungle gym sur- 
rounded by sand. 

Lush organic vegetable gardens 
sprout near foe Beit Haim (Heb- 
rew for “house of Hfe”), where 


as tbe tlivbieiy-inspired leader of "5? nat ™| 

the sect. • childbirth methods while a sect 

priest stands outside the door cha- 
Black Hebrews say they base nting from foe Bible, 
their religion on foe Old Tes- The Blade Hebrews believe the 
tament. However, they have never Holy Land is their h omeland and 
been considered part of mai- some have given up their Ame- 
nstream Judaism. rican citizenship to try and prevent 


deportation to foe United States. 

“It’s hard to live in a country 
where your people were enslaved 
for 400 years and your gra- 
ndmother picked cotton. It wasn’t 
a place I wanted to bring up my 
son in,” said Yadah. a 39-year-old 
former television producer from 
Washington D.C. 

Dressed in foe sect’s brightly 
coloured robes and sprinkling her 
conversation with heavily acc- 
ented Hebrew, she said she left 
America “for a righteous life in 
foe Holy Land of her ancestors’’ 
— just foe sort of 'Statement that 
makes foe Israelis cringe. 

Over foe past 17 years, Israel 
has deported about 150 sect 
members. Black American tou- 
rists seeking to visit Israel have at 
times been subject to unusually 
harsh treatment from airport off- 
icials afraid that they are Black 
Hebrews trying to join foe com- 
munity. 

But foe arrest of 46 Black Heb- 
rews at foe packing plant in foe 
central town of Rehovot last 
month was the first time action has 
been taken against them en masse. 

It caught the attention of some 
black American activists who 
warn that if harm oomes to foe 


Black Hebrews, relations between 4 
Jews and blades will suffer in 
America. 

Three U.S. congressmen have 
called for an inquiry into the arr- 
ests and a group of American 
black activists recently viatedlsr- 
ael to try and Intervene wj&jfoe 
authorities. 

They want to see a 1980 Israeli 
parliamentary oommittee report 
implemented. It said the Black 
Hebrews posed no danger to Isr- 
ael and should be given residence 
visas and eventually citizenship. 

IsreaTs refusal so far to inc- 
lement foe recommendations has 
meant that members of the sect 
rarely leave Israel, afraid they wiQ 
not be allowed back in. They acc- 
ept less than minimum wages and 
their children are not alknied 
attend public schools even though 
they are born in Israel. 

Israel shows little sign of cha- 
nging its stance. “People who are 
not Israeli citizens cannot stay 
inde fin itely. That is our policy and 
we plan to implement it," an Int- 
erior Ministry spokesman said. 

Carter and his followers are 
determined to stay. “I can only 
hope that in foe end reason will 
prevail. In foe meantime, I tell my 
people to keep the faith.” 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* A painting exhibition by the students 
of tbe Nazareth Sisters College at tbe 
French Cultural Centre (until May 28). 

’ “Caricatures from the Federal Rep- 
ubfic of Germany at the Goethe Ins- 
titute (until May 28). 

’ A panoramic ex hib ition of tbe French 
song at the French Cultural Centre 
(until June 4). 

CIRCUS 

* Romanian Grew daily at A1 Hussein 
Sports Gty. 

LECTURE 

* Dr. Andrew Garrard, director of the 
Britidi hwtitntr of Archaeology in 
Amman, wfll lecture on “The latest on 
the prc -factory of Azraq" at 7:00 pan. 
at me Department of Antimriries R»- 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. teL 661Q26'7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute ........ 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Qilmral Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Oty 667181/6 

Y.W.GA. 641793 

Y.WMA 664251 

Amman Mimiripal Library 637111 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Muconu Jewelry and cos- 
tomesover 100 years okL Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
• Amman. Opening hours: 9JJ0 tuta. - S 
pjn. Year-round. Td. 651760. 

— i— • > -y-ilr[i-sl ntiimnii Tfin mi 
excellent ooUectkm of the entfcpifaies of 
Jordan, label A! Qafa (Citadel HID). 


Opening hours: 9 j00 us. - 5.00 pjn. 
(Fridays and official hofidays 10.00 aun. 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan NmionalGaBrey: Contains a col- 
lection of pain t in g s , cerami cs, aid scu- 
lpture by 4'4iifc,iiirOttaMy Isla m ic artists 
bum most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Mnotazah, Jabai 
Luwe&deb. Opening boon: 10.00 a.m. 
1 JO pun. and 3.00 pun. - 6.00 pun. 
Ck»ed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 
Martyr? Memorial (MBtmy fafasem): 
Collection of nuEtaiy memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports Oty. Amman Opening hours 9 
ajn.-4 pan. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

hpotarlAufJotlai Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 

weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 

dosedToesdaya. TeL 637169. 

CHURCHES 

SL Jonph Charth (Romm Catholic) 
Jabai Annum, TeL 624590. 

Gnrefa of the A nna datl u n (Roman 
Catholic) Jabai Luweibdeb, Tel. 
637440. 

Df b Safe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabai Hussein, TeL 661757. 

Church of 8 k Amniadatlon (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdah. TeL 623541. 
Angloo dmrefa (Ornttfa of the Red- 
eemer) Jabai Amman, TeL 678906. 
AnaeMn CbUmIc Charth Ashrafiefa, 
TeL 771331. 

Amain Orthotfoc Chant Ashrafich. 
TeL 775261. 

St. Ephraim Chnrcfa (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafich, TeL 771 751.' 

Amman bfematkoai (Smith (Inter- 
dnnninn rational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisflni, TeL 
677534 

Ennpflcal Lafeeni Ctaudi, Jabai 
A mman , 6th Orde, {Rev. N. Smir). 
Tel: 811295. h 

Rrinhuw CuagKgetton (jhsenutioaal, 
Znterdcaommational) mr*t* in the 
Qiurcfa of the Redeemer, Jabai 
Amman, TeL 606974. 

PRAYER TIMES 
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QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Interruakmu Airport td. (08) 5320 
* here it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 


Kuwait | 

: — Muscat, Dubai < 


I Atm Dhabi, Bahrain i 

i Sana' a l 

I Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Doha ( 

5 Kuwait ( 

I Istanbul ( 

I Jeddah, Medina | 

I Cairo | 

i CasaMaoca, Tunis ( 

.... Beirut (Ml 


DEPARTURES 


— Damascus, Athens (OA) 
Cairo (MS) 


Abu Dhabi, 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-tine ships docking at Aqaba 
port; 

— Astor 

— Agostinho Neto 

— Neddkqri Vannedr 

— Robert Ele 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wifl be fair, with northwesterly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, winds win 
be northerly moderate and cahn ■a-m? 


12/24 

18/32 

... 12/27 

16/30 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 24, Aqaba 33. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 46 per cent Aqata 23 
percent. 


Vienna. Chicago. Los Angeles 

I 

aihab^M— I -amwrp Hitts fRJ) 

— Frankfort, Copenhagen (mj 
~— ... Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GFj 
Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Istanbul flX) 

— Medina, JeddHh (SVi 

1 ...... — — Kuwait (RJ) 

i Dhabran (RJ) 

i Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

1 - Damascus (RJ) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Saturday rates 
Local sdlBnn rate in fils 

Belgian franc '75.8/ 76J 

Dutch guflder 137.8/ 138-5 

French franc ..... 48.6' - 49 

Italian lira ZL& 22.8 

Japanese yen (for 10QJ 2Q7.fi/ 210.1 

Swedish crown 48.7/ 49.1 

Swiss franc 186.4/ 1882 

UJC. sterling pound __ 525 JV 53 U 

VS. dollar _„353/ 355.6 

W. Gennau mark 134 S' 1562 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman gowexooiate 891228 

Amman civil defence 198, 199 

CMl Defence Iitrid ..271293,273131 

QvQ Defence Quweismefa 770733 

CSvu Defence Deir Alla 57306 

A mbulance 193, 775m 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

Eg 1 * ?? 630341 

778303 

Ovil Defence rescue 661111 

rue headquarters 622090-3 

Foto resoie 192,621111,637777 

Pt»oe headquarters 639141 

— 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
J^mic^watmramplsints 771125/8 
QneenAEa lot Airport (08)5333(^60 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nayef Aayfi . 
Dr. Basism Vran 
Firas pharmacy .. 
A1 Ssiam pbanne 
A1 Jamea’pbann 
Mresh pharmacy 

TAXIS: 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Kbafidl Maternity, J. Aim 
.Akileh Materfliy, j. 

Jabai Amman Maternity 7! 

Matins, J. Amman 

Palestine, Sinwinpi a[i 


The Iriamir r Abaafi 

Al-AhS, AbdaK I 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen .. 
Al-Baddr. J. AArafiefa" 
Army, Majta 


Amal Hospital 


813813/32. 
. 644281/6 
Amman 

— 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 
» 664171/4 

— 669131 
845845/65 
.. 667227/9 
666127/37 

— 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 

775111/26 
891611/15 
.602240/50 
~~ 674155 


Waddah taxi 

Khafid taxi 

Hamfau taxi . 
Jerusalem rag, . 


ERBID: 

Dr Faysal Makbei , 

Anas pharmacy ^ 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Omar Hajjawi 

Anas pharmacy 
A1 Sadeq phanug ffy ____ 


.630638 

.779997 

.661912 

.636730 

.644554 

.770910 


.644660 

.812454- 

.623715 

.655566 

.639655 


243755 


— 986171 ■ 


general 


■foBgaTdeviaion 773111/19 

774111/19 

64Z3J.1, 

HoteJ camplain ts — 666412- 

service . 1 r ' j 


MARKET prices 


Upperibwer price in fib per ke. 

— : — * 240 / 200 

raiiirtipi L ’Wl f Tffl 

Banan a (MtAanmrar) 1" 250/220 

— 280/240 

B^abeans r _ 350/300 

130/ 100 

180/ 140 


ifOocetoerone) 
Marrow flame) .1. 
Manow (an 4n ~ 
Mafiow' iZ 

Okra 




Chamber flaige 
Cuauftwrfanail 


[|| 

Lemon 


80/ 50 

120/ 90 

-200/160 

170/120 

280/240 

160/120 

200/170 


Ptta_n v ~~ 

5”*" (ban ~ 


Tbmatoet "!!Z™ 
Turnip ~~ 

Vj 1 * leaves"^ 
Water 


-.uo/air- 

— '807 SO.- 

— 140 jm 
— 160/120 
—3007200b- 

— so 

-850/ 750- 
ta) 1207, Jte; 
TO/'-Ttt:" 
180 7W ‘ 
— aawtte. 
—340/308. 
—1307,40^ 

— K»y;*F 

— 100/’ 7»T 

__ no /7ft-- 

— 320/280: V 

— . -907270 


Home news 



Friendship society celebrates 
Independence Day in Moscow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Chairman of 
the board of die Soviet- Jordanian 
friendship society and the deputy 
health minister in the Soviet 
Unnn has hailed the Joidanian 
people and sent them his best wis- 
hes on the occasion of the Kin- 
gdom's Independence Day, the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, 
reported from Moscow. 

Speaking during the opening of 
a special celebration organised m 
Moscow on the occasion of Jor- 
dan’s Independence Day. he said 
that Jordan gained its ind- 
ependence forty years ago thr- 
ough a long struggle, especially 
against foreign colonialists. The 
Jordanian people are still con- 
tinuing their snuggle to utilise 
their independeneefor the sake of 
freedom and social progress, he 
said. The Israeli aggression, he 
added, has become a heavy bur- 
den on Jordanians as well as oo the 
Arab people and the Israeli exp- 
ansionist policy, backed by world 
imperialism at the top of which is 
the USA. has led to the continuity 
of the tense situation in the Middle 
East He also stressed that the 
Soviet people, who believe in str- 
uggling against all forms of agg- 


ression, have always been and will 
remain at the side of Arab peoples 
in their struggle to achieve their 
legitima te rights including those of 
the Palestinian people. 

The former Soviet ambassador 
to Jordan also delivered a speech 
during the celebration in which he 
said that Jordanian-Soviet rel- 
ations are characterised by con- 
tinuing progress to achieve the 
interests of the two peoples. He 
also pointed out that the two fri- 
endship societies in the Soviet 
Union and Jordan, through their 
various activities, make major 

contributions towards str- 
engthening friendship and und- 
erstanding between the two peo- 
ples. ^ 

Jordan’s Ambassador in Mos- 
cow Faleh AI Tawil also referred 
to the high level and successful 
develop meat of relations between 
Jordan and the Soviet Union in 
the economic, trade, scientific and 
cultural fields. He also expressed 
his hope that these relations will 
further develop in the future and 
that they will serve the cause of 
peace in the Middle East and in 
the world as a whole. 


Prince Hassan to chair talks 
on 5-year plan for Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Lrown Prince Hassan is 
expected to chair a meeting in the 
aiming few days to discuss a five- 
year year plan for Amman Gov- 
enorate. according to an ann- 
ouncement which followed a pre- 
paratory meeting held in Amman 
on Saturday evening. The pre- 
paratory meeting, which was cha- 
ired by Amman Governor Ahmad 
Hindawi. discussed arrangements 
for preparing the plan, prior to 
discussing it at the forthcoming 
meeting. The preparatory meeting 
was attended by Amman Mayor 
Ahdul Ra'ouf A I Rawubdeh and 
several officials from the Ministry 
of Planning and Amman Gov- 
e mo rale. 

On Saturday evening Lrown 
Prince Hassan paid j visit to the 


Armed Forces General Head- 
quarters where he was received by 
Armed Forces Comraander- 
in-Giief General Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker, the army chief of staff’s 
assistants and the armed forces 
inspector general. The Crown Pri- 
nce met with Sharif Zaid before 
joining army officers for Iftar. 

Later. Prince Hassan chaired a 
meeting to discuss the role and 
aspirations of the armed forces in 
the country’s five-year dev- 
elopment plan 1986-iyyt). The 
Crown Prince heard a detailed 
report by the formulating com- 
mittee at the end- 

The meeting was attended by 
Planning Minister Taher Kana'an, 
members of die plan's working 
committee and number of senior 
armed forces officers* 


Jordan celebrates Independence Day 



I His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Sunday patronises celebrations marking Independence Day by opening a new garden in Amman (top left t and members of the Armed Forces and citizens parade 
I through the streets as part of the nation's Independence Day festivities (Petra photo) 


Pan-Arab company takes first steps towards agricultural integration 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 



The pan-Arab investment company will initially focus its attention on large scale, commercial agr- 


A-MMAN — Achieving fixnd sec- 
urity and agricultural integration 
amongAiah countries are two 
main concerns that have been rai- 
sed repeatedly by governmental 
and don-governmental org- 
anisations across the Arab World 
as part of the ever-aspired goal of 
reafemg Arab unity. 

litter- Arab differences and 
other factors, however, have wor- 
ked together to impede the rea- 
lisation of these two goals or any 
practical and effective Arab coo- 
peration to formulate a unified 
Arab plan to develop agriculture. 

Political disputes and geo- 
graphic boundaries have not sto- 
Pf«d a group of concerned Arab 
businessmen who decided to take 
the initiative and embark on est- 
ablishing a pan Arab company for 
agricultural investment in the 
Arab World. 

The main goal of the company, 
the idea for which originated dur- 
ing the first conference of Arab 
businessmen and investors in 
lyfil in Ta’ef. was to increase the 
private sector’s contributions to 
efforts to achieve food security. 

The idea soon developed into a 
practical plan when the second 
conference of Arab businessmen 
and investors, which was held in 
Lasabbnca in 1982. formed a 
nine-member founding com- 
mittee, headed by the Saudi Ara- 
bian businessman Sheikh Saleh 
Abdullah Kamel. 

The founding committee was 
designated to contact Arab gov- 
ernments and request their per- 
mission to offer shares in the new 
company in Arab markets. 

According to Mr. Hamdi Al 
Taba’a. president of Jordans 
Federation of Chambers of Com- 
merce. who was among the co- 
founders. the Jordanian gov- 
ernment was the first to allow the 
sale of the new company’s shares. 

The project has apparently 
appealed to the Jordanian public 
who bought 55 million worth of 
the conqxmy’s shares. 

By April 19S5. 10 million sha- 
les worth 20 per cent of the 
company’s SI 00 million capital 
were sold and a founding meeting 
for the company’s general ass- 
embly was held in Bahrain. 


i cultural projects (J.T. tile photo) 

The government of Bahrain 
agreed to register the company as 
an offshore pan-Arab company 
and on April 1 3 holders of 
8,840.933 shares witnessed the 
official birth of the Arab Agr- 
icultural Investment Company 
(AAIC’J. 

The general assembly then ele- 
cted the first board of 12 directors 
which comprises businessmen 
from Saudi Arabia. Libya, Jordan, 
Lebanon. Sudan. Syria. Bahrain 
and Morocco. 

Dr. Mohammed Abda Yarnani 
from Saudi Arabia was elected 
president of the board of directors 
and a four-member committee 
was appointed to study different 
projects proposed by Arab gov- 
ernments and companies. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Taba’a. who is one of 
the four executive committee 
members, explained that AAIC is 
basics I ly a hold ing company which 
could either establish specialised 
branches or enter into par- 
tnerships with local companies to 
execute specific projects in the 
Arab World. 

Objectives 

The A Ale’s main objective is 
to contribute to efforts to develop 
agriculture and to achieve food 


security. But it is also a com- 
mercial profit making company 
and will only undertake projects 
which do not freeze its capital or 
which would generate only short- 
term revenues. 

“The original idea was to est- 
ablish a huge 51 bDtion company, 
but the capital was later reduced 
to 5100 million. But we hope to 
increase it once the work gets 
going,” Mr. Taba’a explained. 

And basically due to financial 
constraints, the AAIC will not 
accept projects which involve the 
construction of high-cost inf- 
rastructure and consequently it 
will not be involved in major irr- 
igation schemes. 

Otherwise the company is likely 
to accept most projects in all agr- 
icultural areas, provided they are 
consistent with Arab countries' 
development plans. 

According to the company's sta- 
tement of objectives. AAIC act- 
ivities in the near future will con- 
centrate on four areas, taking into 
consideration the condition of agr- 
iculture in die Arab World. 

Tile four areas includes the pro- 
duction of improved seeds, dairy 
products, manufacturing of agr- 
icultural machinery and equ- 
ipment and marketing agricultural 
products. 

Improved seeds 

Since almost all Arab countries 
import most of their seeds, the 
AAICs first step will be to form a 
branch company for the pro- 
duction of improved seeds in 
order to meet the seed req- 
uirements for basic crops, par- 
ticularly cereals. In this, the com- 
pany is benefiting from the exp- 
eriences of India and Pakistan 
which were able to achieve seif 
sufficiency in wheat production 
through the use of improved 
seeds. - 

The location of the factory for 
the branch Company has not yet 
been decided but it wOl also inc- 
lude a branch to market the seeds. 

As for dairy production, the 


company plans to make use of 
Sudan where it will open modem 
farms, and it will make use of the 
animal resources of Sudan and 
So malia. wh ich have 80 per cent of 
the animal wealth in the Arab 
World while fulfilling the demand 
for dairy products in other Arab 
countries. 

The company's plans also inc- 
lude projects to increase animal 
resources in Jordan. For example, 
Mr. Taba'a said that the executive 
committee is currently studying 
three projects submitted by the 
Jordanian Economic and Social 
Organisation for Retired Ser- 
vicemen (JESORS), which is 
considered to be a main sha- 
reholder in the co mpany . The sug- 
gested projects include plans for a 
farm to raise rabbits, fish farming 
and bee-keeping. 

Manufacturing agricultural 
machinery is given special att- 
ention by the company since a lack 
of equipment is considered a 
major problem facing the Arab 
farmer. 

Marketing 

Marketing agricultural products 
is perhaps one of the roost difficult 
obstacles facing Arab farmers 
everywhere. But agricultural 
marketing and a lack of sufficient 


funds are two interrelated issues 
which have constituted serious 
obstacles for Arab fanners eve- 
rywhere. 

To contribute towards sol- 
ving these two problems, the 
AAIC plans to establish a branch 
company in charge of marketing 
agricultural products and at the 
same time to include agricultural 
associations in the company. 

The statement of objectives, 
however, does not discuss the nat- 
ure of loans which will be given to 
fanners, particularly since the 
main complaint of Arab farmers 
has been the high interest on 
long-term loans. Instead , the sta- 
tement focusses on what seems to 
be the company’s alternative to 
help fanners through in-kind aid 
such as providing them with seeds, 
fertilisers and pesticides . 

The AAICs view of an effective 
marketing company is to deal with 
the Arab World as a large, int- 
egrated market with an emphasis 
on surplus products in some Arab 
countries but which are in great 
demand in others. 

This ambitious project, like 
any other project, is facing some 
obstacles, partly related to the 
general conditions in Arab cou- 
ntries. 

. Main obstacles 

Mr. Taba'a cited two main obs- 
tacles which are facing the imp- 
lementation of this huge project. 
“The first problem we fat* is the 
lack of enough feasibility studies 
regarding private sector agr- 
icultural projects and to overcome 
this obstacle, the AAIC finds itself 
obliged to carry out such studies.” 

The second and more serious 
obstacle is that some Arab cou- 
ntries are dosed to private pro- 
perty investments, because of 
their economic systems.” Mr. 
Taba’a added. Another related 
problem is that since the company 
is based in Bahrain, some Arab 
countries will not deal with it for 
political reasons,'' he added. 

But the determined founders of 
the company do not seem dis- 
couraged by these obstacles and 
they have already distributed bro- 
chures on the objectives of the 
AAIC in the hope of attracting 
JonJanian and other Arab parties 
interested in agricultural inv- 
estment. 



The company hopes to provide agricultural machin ery to farmers for 
harvestfeg and cultivating their crops (J.T. Gle photo) 



The AAIC has plans to upgrade marketing strategies for agricultural 
produce (J.T. file photo) 


Second Circle becomes a monument 


to Jordan’s industrial development 


By Lima Nabil 
Special to (be Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The Amman Cha- 
mber of Industry is currently set- 
ting up a monument symbolising 
industrial development in Jordan 
under the reign of His Majesty 
King Hussein. The monument, 
which will be presented as a gift to 
Amman Municipality, is being set 
up to mark the 50th birthday of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

Sculptor Samer Tabba’a is sup- 
ervising the construction of the 
monument at the Second Circle in 
Jabal Amman. Work on the JD 
35,000 project is expected to be 
completed in six months. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times and Al Ra’i. Mr. Tabba’a 
said that the monument embodies 
a number of elements, but mainly 
the wheel which symbolises ind- 
ustry and which is set among trees, 
a waterfall and a fountain. 

According to Mr. Tabba’a. the 
Amman Chamber of Industry has 
asked for several elements to be 
embodied in the monument to 


represent industry and dev- 
elopment. The monument will 
cover the whole area of the Sec- 
ond Circle and is in keeping with 
the surrounding area. The pre- 
sence of the wheel symbolises the 
beginning of the industrial rev- 
olution in human civilisation. Mr. 
Tabba'a added. 

The lines running parallel to the 
monument represent the con- 
tinuous flow and development of 
industry. There is a large disc 
made of cement and stone rising 
five and half metres high and the 
fountain has been inspired by Ori- 


ental heritage and the fountains of 
Andalusia and India. The fountain 
will not need a lot of water bec- 
ause it will be the same amount 
used again and again. Mr. Tabba'a 
said. He said there will be suitable 
lighting for the monument at the 
fountain and the wheel. 

Mr. Tabbaa’a had earlier org- 
anised several exhibitions in Jor- 
dan and abroad and has also ser- 
ved as director of the National 
Jordanian Museum of Fine Arts in 
A mman before giving up his job to 
have sufficient time for his artistic 
work. 


F I- 



Planned design for the Second Circle 


NtwS IN BRItF 


JMA to study unemployment 

AMMAN (J.T.) —The Jordanian Medical Association (JMA) in 
cooperation with official parties is planning a study on une- 
mployment in the medical sector with view to finding suitable 
solutions to the problem. The JMA has asked all unemployed 
doctors or those with low incomes to call at its office within two 
weeks to fill out a special form to be used in the study. 

Man stabs sister to death 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A 26-year-old man from the Gaza Strip who 
works as a builer in Amman has stabbed his 30-year-old sister to 
death. Reports in the local press gave no details for the reason 
behind the incident and police authorities are investigating the 
crime. 

Academy honours local poet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the Department of Culture and 
Arts Haider Mahmoud has received an honorary doctorate from 
the World Academy of Arts and Culture for his distinguished 
poems and his efforts in the field of culture and arts. In their letter 
to Mr. Mahmoud, the academy’s board of trustees said that they 
considered him prominent among Arab poets and said that he 
enjoys an outstanding reputation. 

Researcher to lecture on rural Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Richard Antoun. professor of ant- 
hropology at the State University of New York at Binghamton, 
will speak on “The Impact of Education and Migration in Rural 
Jordan: A Case Study of Kufr Al-Ma” on Tuesday June 3 at S.30 
p.m. at the new ACOR building, opposite the University of Jor- 
dan. 

Friends organise trip to Jawa 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Friends of Archaeology wish to inform 
members that their trip to Jawa will now be on Thursday and 
Friday June 12 and 13. Departure will be at 2.00 p.m. on Thu- 
rsday and there will be an overnight slay at the Azraq resthousc. 
Reservations for the trip must be made before June 2. Contact 
Mrs. Marilyn Bentley (669089) for details. 
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AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 
from 


RAFED TRADING 
COMPANY (agent of 
SGB) 
and 

Arab Equipment Hire 
Company 

Call 662541 and 813279 
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Ringing in 1989 


PRESIDENT Reagan’s veto Wednesday of tbe so-called “resolution 
of disapproval" barring tbe sale of defensive missiles to Saudi Arabia 
brought to a relatively favourable end one of the most tragicomical 
bits of executive branch policy-making we have witnessed in many 
years. When tbe effort to provide a i354 million package of Stinger, 
Sidewinder and Harpoon missiles to Saudi Arabia began several 
months ago, much was made of the announcement by the primary 
Israeli lobbying instrument, A1PAC, that it would not oppose tbe sale. 
The Reagan administration preferred to see this as evidence of the 
lobby's “maturity,'* and of Israeli and American Jewish und- 
erstanding for tbe importance of the United States* strategic rel- 
ationship with * ‘moderate” Arab states, particularly those threatened 
by Iranian aggression. In the build up to the overwhelming con- 
gressional vote against the sale two weeks ago, however, it became 
dear that the Jewish lobby had merely recognised that in the anti- 
Arab atmosphere currently permeating tbe balk of Capitol Hill, it 
could afford to sit out this fighL, assured that its Pavlovian minions in 
Congress would steadfastly protect Israeli interests even without the 
customary cue from AIPAC. 

land's lobbyists were right, of course, and when it became app- 
arent that the margin of congressional disapproval was easfly large 
enough to override the promised presidential veto, tbe administration 
was momentarily stunned, and did not know where to turn next for a 
way out of its dilemma. For in truth this time the Reagan adm- 
inistration found itself caaght In a trap of its own making, hamstrung 
by tbe extremist rhetoric and actions that had characterised its app- 
roach to certain Arab states during the past several months. 

Stung by the realisation of what the resulting anti-Arab sentiment 
could portend for friendly relations with “moderate" Arab states, 
administration officials such as Secretary of State George Shultz and 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Richard Murphy 
quickly went public with statements drawing a dear line between 
Arab states which are friendly with America and those which are not. 
When congressional leaders showed little confidence in this dis- 
tinction , admin istratioa officials decided to try another tack. Prodded 
by Senate Foreign Relations Co mmitte e Chairman Richard Lugar, 
Mr, Reagan embraced the novd idea of enlisting the aid of the Jewish 
lobby in Its efforts to sell arms to the Arabs. President Reagan sub- 
sequently met with 11 Jewish leaders in the White House last Tuesday, 
oste n sibly not to ask them to lobby on behalf of arms for tbe Saudis, 
but rather to “explain the very important national security interests 
that are involved in the Saudi arms sales.** And in spite of o ne Jewish 
leader's statement that it was “quite unrealistic*’ to expect the sup- 
porters of Israel to side with Mr. Reagan on this issue. Sen. Lugar 
persisted in his faith that “If Jew ids leaders are able to make a 
startling recommendation that in order to preserve the United States* 
influence in Middle East diplomacy, the president's word here ought 
to be good, the sale ought to go through.” 

Such a recommendation would be startling indeed, but no less so 
than this disconcerting and open plea by leaders of the United States* 
government for Jewish permission to undertake a measure deemed to 
be in America's strategic interest. 

United States' support for Israel is predicted on the belief in Was- 
hington that the Jewish State promotes the strategic interests of Ame- 
rica in the Middle East region. We have long been aware of the 
transparent fallacy of this premise, but it perhaps has never been so 
clearly manifested than in this recent struggle over arms for the 
that in the U-S.-Israel relationship the tail wags the dog. 

In an article written more than two weeks ago, former Israeli 
lobbyist Richard Strauss described the “revolution” in Washington's 
Middle East policy daring the Reagan years. Mr. Strauss claimed that 
under Reagan even the pretense oT “even-handedness” in U.S. policy 
towards the Middle East has been given up in favour of complete and 
unquestioning support for whatever Israel wants. In a«g*sing the 
permanence or this transformation. Mr. Strauss concluded that It will 
likely endure even after Reagan has left office. He also predicted, 
though only half-seriously, that “by then 1 1989) AIPAC may have to 
be called upon to assist in arras sales to Arab moderates." Welcome to 
1989. 
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Al Ra'i: Jordan celebrates Independence 
Day 


JORDAN Sunday celebrated Independence Day. with its people more det- 
ermined than ever before to march ahead behind their leader towards ach- 
ieving prosperity. The Independence of Jordan which took place 4U years ago 
marked the emergence of a new Arab force in the Middle East region that was 
able to check the expansion of Israel and which stood as a strong fortress for 
the Arabs, defending them against aggression. Since independence. Jordan 
has been building and has been contributing so much to the joint Arab action 
and towards achieving progress and prosperity for the nation. Jordan has 
□ever paused in the long march for progress and has not lagged behind Arab 
states m endeavours toward unity in implementation of the principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt. Under King Hussein, this country has been transformed 
into a modem stale enjoying security and stability in a turbulent region. 
Jordan under King Hussein has acquired an excellent reputation world-wide, 
and has through its national policies, rallied the Arab nation and served as a 
tool for unity, despite the numerous challenges. 


Al Dustour: Jordan continues its inarch 


ON tbe 40th Independence anniversary Jordan feds proud of the ach- 
ievements realised under King Hussein. The people of Jordan displayed their 
pride of their country and their renewed allegiance to the King in the ent- 
husiastic rally held at Zaiqa Saturday to honour the monarch. In turning out 
at the rally, the people of this country have showed determination to march 
ahead under King Hussein's banner, and under his wise command. The 
people of Jordan today look back over the years which entailed challenges 
and difficu lties, overcome with determination as they realise tbe ach- 
ievements and thep regress they were able to make under the wise leadership 
of Kidg Hussein . This anniversary is 3 day for renewing allegiance to the King 
and for bolstering determination for offering sacrifice and further efforts to 
build a prosperous nation. Jordan's record is full of economic, social and 
cultural achievements that pave this independence its real meaning. We are 
sure of our steps and certain that our march will lead to progress and pro- 
sperity. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Jordan defends the nation 


ON the anniversary of independence, the Jordanian people are more det- 
ermined than ever More to pursue the march behind their leader. The 
Jordanian people, through serious effforts and determination and d ilige nce, 
have made great achievements. Despite the challenges and the obstacles in 
the way Jordan has been able to acquire a true Arab identity and maintain a 
force capable of defending the nation in the face of fierce acts of aggression 
and enemy ambitions. Jordan now enjoys stability and security, rarely found 
in Arab countries beset with trouble and embroiled with disputes. This 
anniversary is an opportunity for the Jordanian people to foci proud of their 
achievements and their progress. They renew the pledge to march behind 
their leader to achieve yet greater prosperity under the tanner of the Great 
Arab Revolt. 


Toffler predicts change in geopolitical picture 
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WASHINGTON — Alvin Tof- 
fler, who analysed social change in 
his 1970 book “Future Shock” 
predicted May 20 a future rea- 
lignment of al fiances and regional 
arrangements that were made at 
the end of World War n. 

Toffler also said he did not bel- 
ieve a “bipolar” political system 
divided basically between the Uni- 
ted States and the Soviet Union 
“can prevail indefinitely." 

Toffler said he foresees a "rec- 
onceptuaJisation" of political ins- 
titutions in the United States, 
J apan , the Soviet Union and Great 
Britain because “we're moving 
into a new kind of social and eco- 
nomic structure. It's not tbe same 
world; it's not the world that grew 
outof the smokestack and the ass- 
embly line.” 

Also the author of “The Third 
Wave” Toffler most reoently has 
written the book, “The Adaptive 
Corporation.” He was int- 
erviewed on Worldnet, the U.S. 
Information Agency's satellite 
programme, by journalists and 
other participants in Bonn. Lis- 
bon. Rome. Vienna and The 
Hague. 

In his writings, Toffler has que- 
stioned society’ s ability to adapt to 
the future because of the acc- 


eleration of technological change. 

Twenty-five years from now, be 
thinks, tiie “world geopolitical 
picture is going to look quite dif- 
ferent. And fix tiie meantime, 1 am, 
I suppose, based on faith and vis- 
cera as much as anything else, per- 
suaded that the United States and 
the Soviet Union will not engage 
in a worldwide nuclear holocaust 
But I do not at all rule out the 
possibility of ‘small wars' and pos- 
sibly even small ‘nuclear wars/ ” 

Toffler attributed the U.S. 
space shuttle Challenger exp- 
losion and the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant accident to “flawed 
decision making, not hardware 
problems." He said, “I don't bel- 
ieve that technology is foolproof. I 
do not believe that technology is 
going to save the world. I think 
there are dangerous technologies, 
and I think that there are also pos- 
itive technologies/' He added, 
“The idea of putting gigantic nuc- 
lear reactors outside major pop- 
ulation centres has always seemed 
to me to be wrong. The dangers of 
nuclear disaster have always been 
present, as far as I have been con- 
cerned.” 

Toffler sa»H a third historical 
wave of change, following the agr- 
icultural and industrial rev- 


olutions, is affecting many ind- 
ustrialised countries. 


Gorbachev may aim for 
missile accord next year 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Roller 


LONDON — Despite scepticism 
among some observers about 
U.S. -Soviet arms talks , senior 
Western diplomats believe Kre- 
mlin leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
may be aiming to sign a missile 
agreement next year. 

They said be would probably 
want to do so at a superpower 
summit in Moscow, which would 
enable him to appear as a pea- 
cemaker on his home ground bef- 
ore his own people. 

If they are right, the most likely 
accord would be one limiting 
medium-range nuclear missiles. 
This is the only one of the three 
topics under negotiation by Ame- 
rican and Soviet officials in Gen- 
eva where a compromise seems 
within reach. 

In the other two fields — long- 
range strategic missiles and space 
weapons — fundamental dif- 
ferences are still blocking progress 
14 months after the talks began in 
the Swiss city. 

Major obstacles remain even on 
medium-range missiles, or 
“intermediate-range nuclear for- 
ces” (INF) as they are knoWn; but 
the tabling by the Soviet Union of 
a draft treaty last week raised cau- 
tious hopes that serious bar- 
gaining could begin. 

Medium-range missiles can tra- 
vel 1 ,000-5,000 km. They include 
Soviet triple-warhead SS-20 roc- 
kets and U.S. Pershing-2 and Cru- 
ise missiles based in Western Eur- 
ope. 

Diplomats who follow the Gen- 
eva talks doubt whether an agr- 
eement can foe reached in time for 
a planned summit in the United 
States this year between Mr. Gor- 
bachev and Mr. Reagan. 

Plans for the su mmit were ann- 
ounced after the two leaders first 
met in Geneva last November, but 
tile diplomats believe Mr. Gor- 
bachev would prefer to sign an 
agreement at a further summit 
which has also been provisionally 
scheduled in Moscow next year. 

A summer month such as July, 
Mien the Soviet capital would be 
looking its best, seemed the most 
likely time, they added. 

This scenario would leave open 
the question of how to justify this 
year’s summit, for which no date 
has been fixed. Mr. Gorbachev 
has repeatedly said the summit 
needs an improvement in the 
East- West climate and must pro- 
duce tangible results. 

Diplomats suggested any agr- 
eement reached at the 35-nation' 
European disarmament con- 
ference in Stockholm could serve 
as a peg for a summit in late Nov- 
ember or December. 

The conference, due to end in 
September, is discussing measures 
to build confidence between nat- 
ions such as advance notification 
of military activities. 

Alternatively, diplomats said, 
any progress in limiting chemical 
weapons or nuclear tests could be 
invoked. 

Soviet diplomats would not be 
drawn on the suggestion that Mr. 
Gorbachev wanted to sign an INF 
deal in Moscow. “This is spe- 
culation.” one said. “The most 
important thing is an agreement. 
Where to sign it would be easier to 
agree," 

The relative optimism exp- 
ressed by both superpowers about 
the outcome of the INF talks con- 
trasts with much gloomier ass- 
essments by some neutral obs- 
ervers. 

Some West European NATO 
diplomats say the issues are too 
complex and the sides too far 
apart for any agreement. The talks 
are merely an end in themselves, 
to keep Moscow and Washington^ 
in contact and prevent a rise in 
East- West tensions, they say. 

The London-based Int- 
ernationa] Institute for Strategic 
Studies went further in a report 
last week. It accused Mr. Reagan 
and Mr, Gorbachev of “peddling 


humbug to a gullible and hopeful 
public'’ with unrealistic proposals 
to eliminate nuclear arms. 

There are two main problems in 
the INF talks. 

The Soviet Union has proposed 
the abolition of all medium-range 
missiles in Europe over five to 
eight years, but wants Britain and 
France to freeze their nuclear for- 
ces at present levels. This is una- 
cceptable to Washington, London 
and Paris. 

The U.S. calls for the abolition 
of medium-range missiles over 
three years, but says this should 
include SS-20s .in Soviet Asia 
which threaten Far Eastern nat- 
ions and can be transported to 
Europe. Moscow rejects this^say- 
ing die Asian missiles counter 
U.S. nuclear forces in the Pacific. 

Underlying other issues is the 
problem of verification. The U.S. 
is expected to produce new pro- 
posals on this during the current 
session of Geneva talks which 
began on May 8, and the Soviet 
Union is expected to reject them 
as too intrusive. 

Despite the difficulties, several 
solutiousto outstanding problems 
have .been suggested, both pub- 
licly and privately. 

Western diplomats say the issue 
of British and French missiles 
could be put off if the Soviet 
Union agreed to discuss them in 
the strategic rather than the 
medium-range negotiating group. 

A Soviet general wrote in 
March that Moscow might make a 
pledge not to move missiles from 
Asia to Europe provided the U.S. 
promised not to move Pershing-2s 
from America to Europe. 

Some diplomats speculate that 
an accord could emerge whereby 
the U.S. would retain some 
medium-range missiles in Wes- 
tern Europe and the Soviet Union 
would keep some in Asia. 

This type of solution would 
have the advantage for NATO of 
soothing the West Europeans’ 
fears that the total removal of 
American missiles would leave 
them exposed to Soviet shon- 
range nuclear rockets and con- 
ventional forces. 

The Soviet draft treaty tabled 
last week was said by chief U.S. 
negotiator Max Kampelman to be 
merely an amalgam of previous 
Soviet proposals, containing* not- 
hing essentially new. 

Soviet officials objected to tbe 
apparent belittling of their ini- 
tiative. One official admitted that 
the draft “flows from the fun- 
damental initial approach of the 
Soviet Union” but said it was des- 
igned to get the talks down to 
brass tacks. 

In general, Washington wel- 
comed the Soviet move. White 
House spokesman Larry Speak es 
hoped it “would indicate that the 
Soviets are becoming serious 
about the arms control talks.” 

Little progress is in sight on str- 
ategic missiles. Despite the dec- 
lared readiness of both sides to 
halve their strategic forces, the 
Soviets do not conceal that they 
are linking an agreement to Ame- 
rica's abandonment of its “Star 
Wars” space weapons) pro- 
gramme. 

The Reagan administration is 
resolved to continue research into 
what it calls a Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI), using new tec- 
hnologies to shoot down ballistic 
missiles in flight. 

The Soviet Union demands a 
total ban cm what it terms “space- 
strike weapons,” embracing al) 
space-based weapons, whatever 
their target, and all anti-satellite 
weapons, wherever based. 

Washington believes that the 
time needed to develop SDI. the 
possibility of budgetary res- 
trictions on the programme, and 
: the need to comply with the 1974 
US. -So Viet anti-ballistic missile 
treaty may all lead the Soviet 
Union to conclude there is no 
hurry to reach an agreement on 
space weapons. 


“It begins to tolerate, and even 
encourage, diversity, and that 
suggests that some of the sup- 
positions on which the Common 
Market, for example, were based, 
may no longer be entirely sen- 
sible” he continued.” Many of the 
arguments, for example, for the 
Go mmoa Market were, 'We have 
to get bagger. We have to create 
gigantic mergers between Pirelli 
and a British or French firm. We 
have to create these mega- 
organisatioos in order to compete 
with the Americans and then later 
with the Japan esd." 

Many American and Japanese 
firms, however, are facing foe 
need to getsmailer, Toffler noted. 

Toffler said, “I am cot saying 
that ‘small is beautiful;’ I do not 
beEeve ‘small is beautiful/ But I 
also doo*tbe!ieve‘big is beautiful/ 
What is beautiful is the app- 
ropriate mix of small and big and 
alsn small wi thin big. And I th in lc 
that the kind of economy and the 
kind of society that is beginning to 
emerge is one which can permit 
European countries and other 
countries to retain more of their 
national identity than ind- 


nstriafisatioc permitted/ 

At die end of the age of the mass 
industrial society, Toffler said 
“so mething new is beginning to 
develop cm the face of the planet 
... this new society — much more 
conqriex, much more fluid, totally 
un preceden ted — and therefore, 
many of our ways of fhrnkt ng 
about it, our conceptual tools are 
rusty, they’re obsolete.” 

Industrial nations, he said, are 
going to have to think about “a 
25 -hour work week with five 
hours of t raining time as a kind of 
baseline.” 

The basis for a new social con- 
tract exists, he said. “In return for 
training, education, and a shorter 
work week, we could prhride inc- 
reased flexibility and, therefore, 
survival for our economies.” 


Other topics discussed- by Tof- 
fler included: 


— Work at borne and in nei- 
ghbourhood centres: “I th ink we- 
are going to see a push in this dir- 
ection, although how long it takes, 
I don’t know. And I think the pat- 
tern will be different in every cou- 
ntry . In Japan, for example, critics 
of this idea said, ‘Look, our homes 
are small. We don't have a great 
deal of room in our physical 


homes. Therefore, it’s more Hedy 
that it will be decentralised to the 
neighbourhood rather than into 
the home/ Why not?” 

— The future of worid trade: 
“MSy hun rii is — and I call it a 
hunch rather than a finding or a 
certainty— that there win be eve- 
n tuall ya limit to the integration of 
world trade. What we're seeing 
now and will continue to see is the 
ability of high-tecfi countries to 
process their own raw materials 
through substitution. Tbe smarter 
we gpt technologically, the more 
we're able to take anything and 
convert it into anything else.” 

—.Mass media: “What the mass 
media did was distribute ess- 
entially the same images into mil- 
lions of h u m an skulls or brains at 
the same time. What is happening 
today is what 1 call the dem- 
assiu cation of tire mass media. We 
are fairing the large audiences and 
breaking them into smaller gro- 
ups, each served by its own 
media.” 

— The arts: Aside from the 
“enormous pleasure” they give to 
the audience, film, theatre and lit- 
erature also provide “what psy- 
chologists would call no- trial lea- 
rn mg/’ he said. “I don’t have to 


m 


Islam to the West. I am thtolringof 
Buddhism and other large rel- 
igions with hundreds of rmufcmspf 
members, and how these religions 

interact on the face of the planet. 

“I think that religion wiB con- 
tinue to be a very important factor 
in people’s sense of who they ate 
and their sense of fulfillment add 
purpose in fife.” USlA 



U.S. aggression threatens friend and foe alike 


Tbe following article by Gerdd Bidf BBC Radio’s Middle East 
correspondent, appeared under the same headline in the April 
issue of The Listener, a magazine issued by the BBC. 


IT was awkward moment, but the 
American diplomat didn’t seem to 
sense it- It happened during a 
dinner-table discussion a few 
weeks agp with his British opp- 
osite number. They had disagreed 
strongly, but always in the most 
polite diplomatic language, about 
American policy towards Libya. 
The British diplomat, defending 
the European decision not to back 
Washington in imposing san- 
ctions, said that America was inf- 
latmg both Co lend Qadhafi and* 
his country (with "its" tiny pop- 
ulation) beyond the level of its reaT 
importance. And he criticised fire 
threat of using mflitaiy force aga- 
inst Libya. 

It was at this point that things 
started becoming awkward. For 
listening to this conversation had 
been a government minis ter of the 
host country — one traditionally 
friendly to the United States. He 
kept politely silent, but was sca- 
rcely able to hide his unease. In 
fire end, he turned to file Ame- 
rican and said: “Please. Amb- 
assador. If you use force you'll 
embarrass us again, and we’U have 
no choice but to stand up for Col- 
onel Qadhafi." The ambassador 
replied to die effect that it was 
time someone taught Qadhafi a 
lesson: force was the only lan- 
guage he understood. America 
has now used force; her Arab fri- 
ends are embarrassed and dis- 
mayed. For while most of them 
disiika Qadhaffs Libya as much as 
Washington does, they see Ame- 
rican policy as being heavy- 
handed and, in the end, counter- 
productive. 

Most Arab regimes spend most 
of their energy on staying in 
power. To put it crudely, those 
who have thrown in their lot with 
the Americans are feeling dis- 
tinctly uncomfortable. They have 
all issued their ritualistic den- 
unciations of the United States, 
but it’s more serious than that 
They believe that successive for- 
eign policy blunders in tbe region 
over the past few years have left 
them not just embarrassed, but 
also vulnerable to pressures from 
both iinside and outside their own 
countries. These pressures from 
the Left, or from Muslim fun- 
damentalists, could eventually see 
the downfall of some of the reg- 
imes on which die United States 
depends to keep her influence 
alive is foe Arab World. As one 
senior U.S. diplomat told me: 
“We keep them an a limb, com- 
fortable m file belief that they 
need us more than we need them. 
Because none of our friends in the 
Arab World has Men so far, we 
believe that none ever wilL" 

The Americans do not seem to 
appreciate the level of popular 
hatred for their policies, much as 
most Arabs are eager to enjoy tbe 
comforts offered by American 
society. There really is great dis- 


appointment at the way in which 
Washington treats the Arab 
World. Jordan is as bitter as any 
country. The Americans have fai- 
led to give King Hussem the bac- 
king he believes he deserves in try- 
ing to get the peace process going; 
and even when the U.S. adm- 
inistration has judged that Jordan 
has deserved help. Congress has 
blocked arms sales, forcing Jordan 
to torn bitterly to Moscow and els- 
ewhere. Shortly after one occ- 
asion, when a block had been pit 
on a weapons order, I was spe- 
aking to a consultant in one of tile 
ministries in Amman . “I am an 
nn consul ted consultant,” he said. 
In his view. Jordan and all fire 
Arab states should retaliate by 
refusing to trade with the United 
States, in the way that they had 
imposed an ofl embargo in 1973. . 
Unrealistic, of course. A sign, 
though, of tire anger which is felt 
towards Washington. 

For America’s Arab friends, 
this has been a profoundly dep- 


told me. “for fear of what Ronald 
Reagan znigfrt have done now.” I 
asked another diplomat how much 
concern there was in file White 
House about the effect of U.S. pol- 
icy on America’s Arab friends. 
“Next to none," came the reply. 
“The Libya business was pre- 
planned for domestic con- 
sumption. The White House 
doesn’tgive a fig for what the peo- 
ple in Tbnis or Cairo may think ." 
The diplomat, an Arabist and an 
experienced Middle East ope-' 
rator, went an: “I don’t want ano- 
ther postmg back in this region. 
I'm tired of lying and trying to def- 
end US. policies here.” 

It’s hard to see exactly where 
fixings go wrong. But certainly 
much of the daily reporting from 
US. embassies either never gets 
beyond the State Department or is 
ignored by the White House. 
Some American diplomats believe 
that the Secretary of State, Geo- 
rge Shultz, is deliberately ignoring 
the Middle East out of bitterness 
because, against his department’s 
advice, he insisted on pressing 
ahead with the May 1983 troop 
withdrawal agreement between 


imd the United States’ embassies 
in the region get higher, and the 
diplomats bunker themselves in. 
Consultants and architects'froptB 
the State Department bastitydraw 
up new plans for new and safer 
embassy buildings. For the time 
being, ' embassy staff rehearse 
emergency procedures. They and 
their families have been put bn 
maximum alert as they await fixe 
next public pronouncements from 
Washington (“you should hear 
what my wife says about Ronald 
Reagan” one senior 
told me). 

All around the Middle East, 
hapless VS. diplomats brace the- 
mselves for file next kidnap or ass- 
assination. They are victims of an 
American policy (or, rather, lack 
of policy) towards a region about 
Much it has ceased to care. 
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ressing time. They point to what 
they see as blindness, or at least 
lack of sensitivity, on file part of 
foe Washington administration on 
numerous occasions in its dealings 
with the Middle East Without 
even going into the fiasco of the 
downfall of fiie Shah in Iran, they 
point to die disaster in Lebanon 
and the failure to get a Middle 
East peace process under way, 
because of what looks like Ame- 
rica’s blind and uncritical support 
for Israel. The perception was 
reinforced by such events as foe 
hi jacking of the plane carrying out 
of Egypt the Palestinians who hij- 
acked the Italian cruise finer the 
Achille Laura, and the latest inc- 
idents off the coast of Libya. 

The catalogue of American dis- 
asters is long and painful. I believe 
the begfcmmg of die end came on a 
thundery day in Beirut in April 
*1983. A’ suicide truck-bomber 
morning when I tom on foe BBC 
World Service news,” one U.S. 
ambassador in the Middle East 


Lebanon and Israel. A year later, 
almost to the day, against a bac- 
kground of American humfliatioo 
and Syrian triumph, the agr- 
eement was abrogated. 

All this is little comfort for Tun- 
isia, which is dose to Libya, fra- 
ught with economic worries and 
under the threat of Islamk uph- 
eavals; for Egypt, for the emv» 
reasons but on a much greater and 
much mote frigh tening scale; for 
Jordan, with an impatient Pal- 
estinian community w ithin ffs 
borders; and for Saadi Arabia and 
the Gulf states, with one eye on 
the threat from Iran after hs fel- 
'amic revolution. 

** time being, the Arab" 
World has fallen out of favour in 
Washington. U.S. diplomats com- 
plain bitterly that if this state of 
affaire does not change soon, foe 

fece of foe region itself may have 
arapged m a way that will not suit 

the interests of the United States" 
or the West in general. 

hi tbe meantime, the walls aro^ 
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From then on, foe VS. adm- 
inistration began to dose its files 
on the Middle East. For a while, 
the giant lashed out; the battleship 
USS New Jersey and other war- 
ships tossed massive shells into foe 
interior of Lebanon; field 
from file U5. contingent of foe. 
multinational ‘peace-keeping 
force’ struck back at Muslim att- 
atkers. The slaughter of more 
than 240 marines in another sui-. 
cide bombing was written on the 
■final page of America's Lebanon 
file. 

The military option had failed, 
but so too had foe political one. 
Perhaps foe biggest failure of 
American credibility in foe region 
came in 1982, in ah episode often 
quoted by K i ng Hussem and the 
chairman of the PLO, Yasser Ara- 
fat. In September of that year, 
after the Israeli invasion and the 
American guilt about the mas- 
sacres of Palestinians in the ref- 
ugee camps in Sabra and Shatila, 
President Reagan announced that 
file Israeli army would be out of 
Lebanon lty the start of 1983. As 
we OTtered the second quarter of 
1986, the Israelis are still in sou- 
thern Lebanon. If President Rea- 
gan had been able to defivtsr on 
that one promise, the respectfbr 
Affleria would have been much 
Per than it is today; those par- 
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Italian minister launches 
anti-smoking crusade 


By Philip PulieUa 

Reuter 

ROME — Italian Health Minister 
Co stan te Degan has begun an. agg- 
ressive drive to stop Italians from 
smoking, but Ite has run into a wait 
of opposition, not least from some 
of his colleagues in the cabinet. 

Degan, who quit smoking only 
recently, has taken on the for- 
midable tasks of persuading Ita- 
lians, among the heaviest smokers 
in Western Europe, to give up. 

He has proposed a tough law 
that, if passed, would make it ill- 
egal for Italians to smoke almost 
anywhere except outdoors or in 
their homes or cars. 

In a country where many people 
light up with their morning esp- 
resso and some government lea- 
ders can’t make it through a news 
conference without a puff, 
Degan's crusade is likely to be an 
uphill battle. 

Smoking is already illegal in 
cinemas, theatres, schools, mus- 
eums, hospitals and on public tra- 
nsport. 

Under Degan's proposal it 
would also become illegal to 
smoke in shops, bars, restaurants, 
hotel lobbies, public and private 
offices and on planes — virtually 
all enclosed spaces where a smo- 
ker is in contact with other people . 

Fines would range from 5,000 
to 50,000 lire (S3J0 to $33). 
Smoking would also be prohibited 
on television programmes like talk 
shows. 

Degan might meet opposition 
from his boss, Prime Minister Bet- 
tino Craxi, who often lights up a 
menthol cigarette during televised 
interviews or news conferences. 
And smokers in Craxfs cabinet 
outnumber non-smokers by 17 to 


13. 

One of the 17 . Minister for Rel- 
ations with Parliament Oscar 
Mammi, has threatened to form 
an ’’association of friends of tob- 
acco,” if the proposed law is not 
softened. 

“Branded shunned like plague 
victims, forced to meet in secret to 
consume the ■ ‘Satanic’ rite of the 
cigarette.” 

That is the Milan newspaper II 
Giornale's prediction of life for 
Italy’s estimated 20 million smo- 
kers if Degan's law goes through 
as proposed. 

Degan says his law, which 
would have to be approved by the 
cabinet and eventually by par- 
liament, is not against smokers or 
tobacco but against cancer. 

He said there was no diffe rence 
between banning food con- 
taminated by radiation that might 
cause cancer, as the government 
did recently in the wake of the 
Soviet nuclear plant accident, and 
passing laws to limit cancer caused 
by smoking. 

“If we have to declare war on 
cancer this must be done on all 
fronts. We certainly cannot dis- : 
regard smoking, which is the most 
important” be said. 

Degan, who gave up smoking 
last year after puffing for 20 years, 
said he was greatly influenced by a 
study which showed non-smokers 
who live with smokers also risk 
tumours. 

According to Maria Grazie j 
Lanfranco. head of the anti- ' 
smoking office of the League Aga- 
inst Tumours, a government- 
sponsored cancer research age- 
ncy, Italians smoke 1.8 kilos of 
tobacco per capita annually, three 
times as much as they did in 1950. 


Experts find Egypt’s High 
Dam to be quake-proof 


By Ahmed Shawki 

Reuicr 

ASWAN, Egypt — Egyptian aut- 
horities have reinforced the 
Aswan High Dam on the River 
Nile, shoring up the giant concrete 
structure against earthquakes or 
bombs. 

“It is quake-proof and all the 
w studies show it is safe,” pro- 
nounced Salah Sbihab, chairman 
of the Dam Authority. “It can 
even withstand bombing.” 

Fortunately, the 104 metre- 
High Dam, completed by Soviet 
eogmeenk 1970, has never been 
pk to-the test -against bombs. 

-Biit alarm, bells rang when- 
Aswan, & business centre and res- 
ort of750,000 people, was shaken 
by mBd tremors in 1981. Ath- 
orities feared a strong quake could 
destroy the dam and endanger mil- 
lions Swing along the Nile, the 
lifeline of Egypt. 

A dam bunt would unleash a 
massive torrent of water from the 
2,000 square-mile Lake Nasser 
and could threaten the capital 
Cairo some 600 miles down- 
stream. 

A study ordered after the 1981 
tremors reported last month that a 
big kock was unlikely and that 
even io the event of one, one 
bilfion-dollar dam would with- 
stand it. 

"But we axe not taking any cha- 
nces," Sbihab told Reuters. 

Sbihab said the dam, which has 
a hydro -electric plant generating 
half the power for Egypt’s 50 mil- 
lion people, could withstand an 
earthquake of up to 12 on the Ric- 
hter scale. 

The tremors five years ago. reg- 
istered 5.2. damaged buildings in 
Aswan and -sent rocks tumbling 
a. into the river, nearly blocking the 
power station's water outlets. 

Sbihab said the recent S8.4- 
rnSSon study, funded by Egypt 
and the U.S. Agency for Int- 
ernational Development, showed 
Aswan risked tremors up to 7.0 at 
wont. 

Shihab said safety measures ins- 
talled since 1981 included a net- 
work of 13 seismic stations to give 
advance quake warnings. 

A concrete -and-rock “safety 
belt” has been built as a shield 
against mines, underwater attacks 


and tremors. Engineers are now 
completing a $1 -5- mil H nn project 
to remove boulder debris and 
widen the shoreline. 

“We have our own devices to 
detect any sabotage operations 
Shihab added. 

No such attacks have been rep- 
orted. But officials recall that 
when a Libyan pilot defected to 
Egypt in 1984 with his warplane, 
authorities said he had been tra- 
ined to bomb the dam. 

Egypt and Libya have been at 
odds since Muammar Qadhafi 
came to power in Tripoli and nea- 
rly went to war in 1977. 

The Aswan “area is well- 
pratected by Egypt's armed for- 
ces. Anti-aircraft batteries around 
the dam are visible from the air. 

The history of he High Dam has 
symbolised political and dip- 
lomatic changes in Egypt. 

The United States refused to 
finance the initial project and Pre- 
sident Jamal Abdul Nasser turned 
to Moscow. 

When the first stage was com- 
pleted in 1964, Soviet leader Nik- 
ita Khrushchev came to Aswan 
and hailed it as a lasting symbol of 
friendship between the two cou- 
ntries. 

A big monument to So vie t- 
Egyptian ties endures at the dam 
— despite Cairo’s switch to the 
United States as a superpower ally 
under Nasser's successor Anwar 
Sadat. 

However, American engineers 
have been called in to replace Sov- 
iet turbines in the hydro- flectric 
plant. 

The first two of 12 new 
American -made stainless steel 
turbines went into use this month 
and the others will be installed 
over the next four years in a 
5 100- mil lion scheme funded from. 
U.S. AID. 

Shihab rejected suggestions the 
dam had harmed fanning. On the 
contrary, he said, it had helped 
farmers by regulating the flow of 
the Nile and saving Egypt from 
drought. 

Drought further south had cau- 
sed the river’s flow to drop dra- 
stically in the last six years and a 
third of Egypt’s arable land would 
bave been threatened without the 
dam, Shihab said. 


French publisher prints 
Pravda in German 


r By Arad Baucker 

PRAVDA, the Soviet Communist 
Party newspaper, has been pub- 
lished in German. 

A German-language issue is sel- 
ling for DM4. In Moscow the 
paper costs three kopeks, about 
12 pfennigs. 

j The German issue is published 
in France by a Parisian firm, Soc- 
iete Mega Medias, which already 
sells French aid I talian issues. 

Ihe of these editions 

encouraged the firm to put 
333,000 copies on the West Ger- 
man, Austrian and Swiss markets.. 

The publisher stresses that die 
newspaper has been translated 
very literally without any attempt 
at an mterprctation. 

Becau s e Pravda contradicts to a 
r large extent elementary rules of < 
Western journalism, it re mains to 
he seen whether die translated 
version will have Jasthg success 
after die initial curiosity value of 


the exotic product has worn off. 

The paper is dominated by art- 
icles or reports derived from eve- 
ryday socialism, with headings like 
■’hi the Politburo of the Com- 
munist Party.” ... 

The language is often formal 
and pathetic. What sounds tol- 
erable in Russian is bombastic and 
difficult to read in German. 

Admittedly if one involves one- 
self more intensively with the 
paper, one can find much more 
than bleak propaganda. 

The way me paper arranges par- 
ticular themss is informative as to 
what the Communist Party's pri- 
orities are. 

Recently the paper has end- 
eavoured to fall in line with Mr. 
Gorbachev's modernisation cam- ; 
pajgn . 

It has expressed itself in inc- 
reasingly more open l ang u ag e,, 
which snows up also even m the 
letters that are published — Stn- 
ttg alter Nachrichten. 


Restoration almost complete as Statue 
of Liberty nears centennial celebration 


By Nick Taylor 

USIA 

ONLY the faintoutUne of the Sta- 
tue of Liberty is viable through 
the gauzy shroud of scaffolding 
that surrounds her in New York 
City’s harbour. Workers are swa- 
rming over her, accompanied by 
the sounds of hammers, saws, and 
drills. A construction elevator 
climbs impertinently up and down 
her right flank. 

hi her bedraggled state, she is 
still a sight to stir the soul 

Miss Liberty — Liberty Enl- 
ightening the World is her proper 
na me — was a gift of France to the 
United States dedicated 100 years 
ago last October. She is und- 
ergoing a major restoration. It will 
be completed by July 4, 1986. Lee 
A. lacocca, chairman of the pri- 
vate fund-raising effort that is fin- ' 
an ring the $62 million restoration, 
says that her 100th birthday “will 
be die bjggest party this country 
has ever seen.” 


The highlight of that party will 
be the relighting of the torch, 
which was removed on July 4, 
1984. The torch that is relighted 
will not be the one that was taken 
down, however. A new one, 
hammered out by French artisans 
in the same painstaking repousse 
process used to form the original, 
will take its place. It wili flicker 
with a copper flame covered by 
gold leaf, lighted by spotlights in 
the torch's balcony. 

The re lighting of the torch of 
liberty will culminate an exh- 
austive effort that began in 1980 
with the founding of the French- 
American Committee for the Res- 
toration of the Statue of Liberty. 
Even earlier, signs of wear had 
begun to show on the famous 
453-metre statue, which wel- 
comed millions of immigrants to a 
new fife in America. Her basic 
constitution was good, according 
to a two-year survey by a team of 
French and American architects 
and engineers; bat the copper skin 


bad begun to show daylight in pla- 
ces. Some of the iron bars that 
form the skeleton had warped and 
buckled. The unjoined lat- 
ticework of 1,600 iron supports, 
or armatures, that are shaped to 
die dun and hold it from the ins- 
ide, had corroded and lost most of 
the insulation that prevented 
damaging chemical reactions bet- 
ween the iron and the copper. 

The torch, off limits to visitors 
since 1916, was in the worst shape. 
Except for a few grafts over thin 
spots in the copper skin, it is the: 
only part of the statue's exterior 
that is actually being replaced. 

Ten young Frenchmen were 
brought from Reims to construct 
the replacements: the flame, the. 
torch's elaborately curticued bal- 
cony, and the pendant at the base 
of the torch. One of them, 28-. 
year-old Philippe Pbncet, int- 
errupted he hammering one day 
to say that he was“veiy happy” to. 
be in New York for a year or so 


working on hscounfry’sgift to the 
United States. 

Inside there will be many cha- 
nges. Visitors to there stored sta- 
tue will be able to see the copper 
and its original hammer marks. Six 
layers of paint were removed with 
liquid nitrogen — whidi freezes, 
causing the paint to shrink and 
flake away — revealing with 
up-to-date technology the met- 
hods used 100 years ago. 

Much of what the visitor sees 
inside the statue will be visible for 
the first time. The statue's 26.7- 
metre pedestal is being renovated 
as well Floors that were added 
after it was built are being rem- 
oved, opening a grant interior 
space that can be viewed from 
North America’s highest hyd- 
raulic elevator. The double-deck 
glass-walled elevator will cany 
passengers from the statue's base 
to the top of the pedestal, offering 
dramatic viewing of the statue's 
underpinnings. 




Coming soon. 
Your oasis in the sky. 


Emirates brings a totally fresh approach 
to flying. Freshly appointed planes. Freshly 
prepared meals. Plus a fresh new attitude 
to Economy passengers - a warm 
welcome and first-class treatment. 

Flying Emirates is so comfortable, 
it’s like an oasis in the sky. And 



we’ll take you to Dubai four 
times a week, from June 1. 


Emirates 


G. S. A. 
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Jordan Rally a candidate 
for a spot in 1988 world 
championship title series 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN. — The Jordan Rally, a permanent fixture 
of Middle East motor sporting events, has taken a 
definite first step towards acquiring the coveted dis- 
tinction of being nominated as one of the world 
championship events as of 1988, the Royal Aut- 
omobile Club of Jordan (RACJ) announced Sunday . 


The Federation de int- 
ernational du Sports Automobile 
(FISA), the highest international 
i body in charge of motor sporting 
events around the world, has inf- 
ormed the RACJ that the 19S7 
Jordan Rally will be an official 
candidate for inclusion in the 
World Championship series the 
following year. RACJ General 
Manager Derek Ledger said. 

The FISA decision came after 
strongly favourable media com- 
ments on die 1986 Jordan Rally, 
which was held last month, and a 
recommendation by a special 
FISA observer who monitored the 
event, said Mr. Ledger. 

FISA observers also attended 
previous rallies held in Jordan and 
issued strong recommendations in 
favour of the event being included 
in the world class series. 

Nomination as a World Cha- 
mpionship event is a much sought 
after distinction for the Jordan 
Rally, organised annually by the 
RACJ. The Jordan Rally enjoys 
wide popularity and a reputation' 
of one of the best organised even ts 
in the Middle East and it was only 
a matter of time before FISA adj- 
udged it a world class event, acc- 
ording to journalists who covered 
the this year's three-day rally last 
month. 

The Jordan Rally has been ste- 
adily chalking up increasing points 
in the FISA evaluation. The 1985 


event secure! 126 points out of a 
possible 150. a higher score than 
that received by several other 
world championship events. 

* 'This is undoubtedly an honour 
for Jordan ” said Mr. Ledger, the 
mastermind behind reviving ral- 
lying as a sport in Jordan. “It ref- 
lects the high standard and rep- 
utation that the Jordan Rally has 
achieved in the six years since its 
inception." 

However, Mr. Ledger added, 
although “it is gratifying to be 
even considered for world cha- 
mpionship status, it is also difficult 
to achieve this supreme level." 

“Many additional reguiements. 
in equipment and manpower will 
be required, though everything 
necessary is within the capability 
of the organisers of the rally and 
through die various government* 
departments, all of which provide 
unconditional cooperation.'' he 
added. 

The FISA evaluation process 
involves a close scrutiny of the 
organisational aspects of rallying. 
The process includes assessing the 
actual behind-the-scene efforts 
that go into organising a rally and 
which are reflected in the conduct 
of the actual event. 

The FISA assessment covers 
every phase of ral lying — distance 
and nature of terrain, spe-' 
cifieations set by the organisers for 
vehicles as well as drivers, com- 


munications arrangements, 1 
stand-by emergency personnel 
and' equipment, competence of. 
supervisors and officials, adv- 
ertising and media involvement,: 
compilation of results and prizes 
offered. 

Mr. Ledger expects that the 
biggest problem for Jordan to qua- 
lify for the 1988 World Cha- 
mpionship series would be stiff, 
competition from other can- 
didates, inducting the U.S., India, 
Morocco and Malaysia. 

However, Jordan has an edge 
over its competitors in several res- 
pects, he said We are within easy 
reach of Europe by land, sea and 
air, this is important to car man- 
ufacturers who axe mainly Eur-. 
opean," he pointed oat. “Fur- 
thermore, “Jordan can guarantee 
good weather in summer and the 
Jordan Rally combines a unique 
variety of European and desert 
terrain which cannot be found els- 
ewhere.” 

Perhaps the most important fac- 
tor behind the success of the Jor- 
dan Rally over the years was the 
regular staging of a national cha- 
mpionship series. The RACJ org- 
anised at least three national eve- 
nts every year since 1981 . thereby 
acquiring valued organisational 
experience and preparing world 
class Jordanian drivers. 

The Jordan Rally brings tog- 
ether talented drivers from most 
Gulf states and Cyprus. A record 
number of drivers from the Gulf, 
Lebanon and Cyprus participated 
in the 1986 event. An additional 
draw for the Jordan Rally is the 
fact that Qatar's Saeed AJ Hajri, 
winner of the 1986 rally and the 
only Arab driver to successfully 
launch a rallying career on the int- 
ernational circuit, “graduated” 
through the tough desert and hil- 
lside tracks of the Jordan Rally. 


Wilander 
faces tough 
French Open 


PARIS (R) — Mats Wilander, the 
21 -year-old Swede with four 
Grand Slam titles to his name, will 
have to resist the challenge of one 
of the toughest French Open fields 
ever if he is to retain his title at the 
champ kinships starting Monday. 

Wilander became the 
youngest-ever winner at Roland 
Garros when he took the tide aga- 
inst Guillermo Vilas in 1982 at me 
age of 17. 


Mansell wins Belgian Prix 


FRANCORCHAMPS, Belgium 
(R) — Briton Nigel Mansell made 
a tod mistake and almost ran out 
of fuel but overcame the twin 
.dramas to emerge triumphant in 
the Belgian Motor Racing Grand 
Prix Sunday. 

Manse IT s . third world cha- 
mpionship victory, his first of the 
season, bounced him back into 
contention for this year’s world 
tide. 

The Williams driver, det- 
ermined and courageous as ever 
on the fast and majestic SPA Fra- 
nco rchamps circuit, left the Lotus 
of Ayrton Senna in second place, 
almost 20 seconds adrift — but the 


Brazilian’s equally impressive per- 
formance lifted him back to die 
top of the s tandings . 

Ferrari pair S tefan Johan&on of 
Sweden and Italian- Michele Alb- 
oreto came third and fourth, the 
best performance by the Italian 
team for a long time. 

Frenchman Jacques Laffite was 
fifth in his Ligier followed by rei- 
gning champion and compatriot 
Alain Prost, who made a brilliant 
recovery in his McLaren after 
being involved in a multi-car mele 
on the very first corner. 

Prosfs charge from 20th place 
to sixth earned him one cha- 
mpionship point.; 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Runners bag $500,000 prizes 


LAKE TAHOE, Nevada (R) — The winners of gn all-American 
a mateu r 10 kilometre street race Saturday earned 510,000 a year 
each for 50 years. Jeffrey Smfth,,24,'a broJogy student from Col- 
orado, won the men spartof the waBKxs-take-aD super run in 30 
minutes and 52 seconds. Mary Speny, 25,a fitness instructor from 
Vermont, won the women's division in 37:58. The winners will 
receive tfa$ money from a life insurance annuity paid for by a beer 
company. ■ 


Paper says N.Korea to host some events 


LONDON (AP) — Communist North Korea will host some eve- 
nts of the 198801 


llympic Games to be held in Seoul, South Korea, 
the Sunday Observer reported, quoting unspecified “intejOtigence 
sources.” The respected liberal weekly predicted that the “spl- 
itting” of the games between two countries will cause misgivings 
among other member nations of the International Olympic 
Committee. The newspaper said: "If ratified by the 92-member 
IOC, the agreement would ensure full East- West participation in 
the 1 988 Olympics, the first since the U.S.-led boycott of the 1980 
Moscow Games. 


Manton hopes to challenge AfaBSi 


Teamwork will be key factor, 
according to S.Korean coach 


By Andrew Warshaw 

AP Sports Writer 


MEXICO CITY — South Korean 
coach Kim Jiong-Nam, whose 
team is one of the cmderallas of 
the 1986 World Cup soccer com- 
petition beginning May 31, says 
team-work, not individual taint, 
will be the key factor in the up- 
coming tournament. 


“As the matches will be played 
in stadiums of hig h altitude, die 
team with die best teamwork, not 
physical strength or individual 
players, will be the winner,” he 
said Saturday. 

South Korea, participating in 
the World Cup finals for the sec- 
ond time, plays in Group A with 
Argentina, Italy and Bulgaria. 

Kim told a news conference that 
the three group rivals did not 
worry him. 


"Sometimes, teams adopt a 
psychological strategy,” he said. 
“Italy has been saying (Paolo) 
Rossi is tired, Argentina claims 
(Diego) Maradona is not at his 
best. We do not believe this.” 

Kim's team underlined its 
goal -scoring ability with a 5-1 win 
earlier Saturday over Mexican 
First Division side Coyotes De 
Neza in a training match in Mexico 
City. 

Cha Bum-Keun, who plays for 
Bayer Leverkusen in the West 
German Bundesliga, scored three 
of the goals. 

“We are still not in the best 
condition to play Argentina” in 
the Koreans’ first group match on 
June 2, said Kim. “But maybe we 
will have the same luck in scoring 
goals.” 

Meanwhile, French coach 
Henri Michel refused to panic 
after his talented side, the def- 
ending European champion, 
could only draw 1-1 with the Mex- 
ican under- 21 team. 


BOOKCASES 


For the first time in Jordan 
Good quality bookcases to assemble yourself for only 
JD 15!. The YWMACentre for Special Education is now 
taking orders for walnut woodgrain modular units; 6Q 
cm wide, 90 cm high and 33 cm deep. Samples can be 
seen at Princess San/ath Community College, near 
Third Ci.de. 


Orders can also be placed by phone at 785955. 
Don't miss this opportunity 
Place your order today I II 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 


ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 


Take away service available 


Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - I 1:00 


AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 



m. 

CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 


Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 
Dinner only served during 
the month of Ratnadan 


Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
■ opposite to 
Akilah Hospital 


Tel: 641093 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A five-star hotel in Amman has a vacancy for a female 
executive secretary with university degree, 3 to 4 years 
experience and perfect command of English. 


Those Interested, please write to P.O. Box 6399, 
Amman. 


FURNISHED APT. FOR RENT 


Two bedrooms, dining and salon, hall, sep- 
arate central heating. 


Located opposite Shmeisani Gas Station 

Pis. call 664973 or 777563 


CAR FOR SALE 


1979 Olds Cutlass Supreme Station Wagon — 50,000 
miles, A/C, radio, automatic, JD 500. Duty NOT paid. 


Call Barry after 7 p.m., 671028 


CAR FOR SALE 


Lada Niva 1600, mode!. 1 983. Only 30,000 Km. 
Very good condition. 


DUTY PAID 

Pis. call 677622 from 7 p.m. 


“There is nothing to wony 
about,” Michel told a news con- 
ference after the disappointing 
showing at Tlaxcala. “It was vexy 
hot and the players were dearly 
affected.” 

“You have to take into account 
that we had a match three days.} 
ago,” he added. “Certain players 
were completely out of form.” 
Michel did not identify the pda- 
yens concerned but among those 
who were dearly not on top form 
was midfielder Lois Fernandez, 
who was sent oft for a dangerous 
foul on his return to competitive 
action following an ankle injury. 

“The young Mexicans provided 
us with serious competition. They 
were playing the match of their 
lives,” said Michel, whose team 
plays in Group C with the Soviet 
Union, Hungary and CamaAn 
Despite dominating the game, 
the French created few chances 
and had to rely on a 38th-mrnnte 
penalty by midfield maestro Mic- 
hel Platini to level the score' after 
tire Mexicans had gone in front. ' 

Meanwhile, the condition of ace 
Engli s h striker Gary Lineker was 
reported to have improved on the 
eve of his team's departure for 
Monterrey in northern Mexico, 
where it will be based daring the 
first round of the tournament. 

Lineker was injured daring 
England’s 1-0 win over Canada in 
Vancouver earlier Saturday and 
was at first suspected to have sus- 
tained a broken wrist. 

But- reports from Vancouver 
said the Everton striker, who sco- 
red 40 goals in the domestic Eng- 
lish season just completed ami 
who is expected to lead his cou- 
ntry's attack during the World 
Cop, had suffered merely a sprain. 

“There’s no fracture, thank 
goodness,” Lineker said from his 
hotel after the game. “It’s a bad 
sprain and I should be okay for 
Mexico.” 


By David Thompson 

Reuter 

LONDON — Deep in the heart of 
sou them. Ppglftnd , if 16 patn stafc-rng 
Michael Didcmson secretly and 
methodically plans to counter 
Arab dominance of British horse 
raemg. 

Dickinson, 36, private trainer to 
top owner and breeder Robert 
Sangster, is the new master of 
Manton, the historic stables set in 
900 hectares of rolling Wiltshire 
countryside untoudied tty the 
20th Century. 

Shvpe it was built in 1870, Man- 
ton, under four different trainers, 
hab sent out 40 English Classic 
winners. After the 1973 ret- 
irement of George Todd, who tra- 
ined Sodium to win the 1966 St 
Leger, Manton passed into the 
hands of a property developer. 

But when Sangster, stunned by 
Dickinson's precocious, talent, 
recruited the Yorkshire man two 
years ago he badly needed the 
right trainmg environment to lau- 
nch a counter-attack on the 
Arabs, who last year won four of 
the five English Classics. 

Manton was ideal. Now the $15 
milli on in ve s t m ent is moving ste- 
adily towards top gear with a 
string of 46 beautifully-bred 
race-horses housed in one of the 
world’s most modern and imp- 
osing fr aming establishmen ts. 

Manton has given Sangster, 49, 
fresh impetus. The Isle of Man- 
based magnate has a king list of 
big race successes all over the 
world to his credit, including two 
Epsom Derbies, two French Der- 
bies, two ‘Irish Derbies and three 
Prix De L' Arc De Triomphe. 

But when Manton threw its 
doors open to the world’s press 
this week it was clear Sangster and 
Dickinson were ready for more 
winners. 

“I am a competitor and always 
have been and my aim is always to 


endeavour to be number one. It 
was with this as my objective that I 
started my search for a trainer” 
Sangster said. 

. "Mirabel, at hs age, with all 
that he has achieved in such a 
short national hunt (jumping) car- 
eer, his boundless enthusiasm and 
dedication to detail, had to be the 


man. 

Dickinson, formerly a suc- 
cessful jump jockey, captured the 
raemg world's imagination with an 
awe-inspiring feat in the 1983 
Cheltenham Gold Cup when he 
saddled the first five tome. 

It was largely that success which 
catapulted him into flat racing's 
glamour job — master of Manton 
with its 11 separate gallops, 60 
boxes, 65-strong staff, two hos- 
tels, 20 houses, football and cri- 
cket pitches, tennis court, lake, 
discotheque, swimming pool, pub- 
lic house — and massive security. 

Visitors to Manton have to go 
through a series of checks which 
would not disgrace an int- 
ernational airport. Some would 
say security is overdone but it is 
typical of Dickinson's approach to 
the job that nothing is overlooked. 

Memos on every subject from 
feeding to time oft for relatives' 
funerals adorn notice boards as 
Dickinson, an imm aculate man 
himself, strives for perfection all 
around. 

The striving has yet to pay oft on 
the racecouse. Dickinson’s only 
two Manton representatives so far 
, have run four races between them 
— netting precisely nothing. 

But nobody is worried. Dic- 
kinson said: “Robert is a perfect 
man to work for. He has not put 
any pressure on me at alL” 

And Sangster told Reuters: “I 
would be happy with half a dozen 
winners this season, doubling up 
the following year and again in 
1988. If we haven’t struck by then 
that is when Fll begin worrying.'' 

By striking Sangster means tur- 


ning oat a group one winner, me. 
ferably a Derby vlabtv 
would pay for tto JmaHive’J&v. 
estment three or four times oveT. 

For the moment thrash ^ 
rly low key. All but seven ofMai- 
ton’s izuuates are two-year-olds, 
unlikely to be at theft p ' * * 

12 months, and half i 
cot even race this season. 

When tiie stable is firing on ^ 
cylinders it faces a stiff task to 
stem the Arab chajk^ .w^ 
grows stronger. every, year. 

hi 1985 the Makfo'um famfiyof 
Dubai virtually nttnopofised the 
classics. This season Frinee Kha. 
led Abdullah of Saudi Arabia'jia& 
already won the 2,080gumcteaBd 
he owns the first and driid-f»- 
oorites for next month’s Epsom 
Derby. 

Sangster welcomes the Aiab 
presence and relishes the contest 
“To me the wonderful thing is that 
Manton is a privately-owned and 
British-funded enterprise fiotn 


which we are going to 
the best in tire international r ‘ 


Belgians adjust to Toluca’s heat, height 


By Robert Woodward 

Reuter 


TOLUCA, Mexico — The hotel 
shared by the World Cup soccer 
squads from Belgium, Uruguay 
and Bulgaria is not hard to find. 

Past me police car dump, turn 
right along the bumpy dirt road for 
half a kilometre and there it is, 
opposite the building site for a 
new flyover. 

No he from tire pneumatic drills 
ha mmer s its way inside, rattling 
the ice in the cocktail glasses. A 
tight coating of dust settles cm foe 
displays of Mexican ceramics. 

But foe players don’t seem to 
mind. 

“The hotel suits us fine, the 
food is especially good,” says Bel- 
gian Frankie Vercautenea as he 
signs autographs before heading 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near AhUyyah Girts School 

Take away is available 


Open daily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


Od 638969 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 


Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


for a siesta. 

The Belgians certainly look rel- 
axed and fit but many of their fans 

here are concerned the team have 
/left their arrival too late to adjust 
property to the heat and altitude. 

They arrived here last Thu- 
rsday, just two weeks before their 
opening game against hosts Mex- 
ico in foe Aztec Stadium. 

Belgian team official. however, 
believe the players are already fit 
enough to overoome any problems 
which may arise during their stay 
here in foe mountains an hour 
west of die capital- 

“Sure, a few players have not 
yet reached full fitness . But if s the 
first hard trainmg today and Fm 
sure they will all have adjusted by 
the first game ” said team doctor 
Jan Redant as he watched 21 of his 
players work out in the evening 
tight an a pitch graced usually by 
foe General Motors works team. 

Defender Frankie Van DerElst 
is foe missing player from foe 
squad announced on Friday. He 
has been in bed for the Last three 
days after an attadclof angina and 
he looks set for another week on 


his bade. 

Belgmm team coach Guy Ttys 
plans to pot his players through 

foe fitness mill in foe next two days 
and reach flat-out trainmg by 
Wednesday. 

Any remaining acclimatisation 
problems are Hkdy to be exposed 
on Thursday when his side will 
take on Mexican First Dtvisioa 
side Los Pumas. 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing. 


vf< 

js 


world,” he said. 

“I find thft exciting in these days ' 
of multi-billian dollar takeovers 
and the large foreign investment 
that ii finding its way iflto-Britfrh 
racing." 

For Dickinson, whose mother 
Monica still trains jumpers, the 
glory of Manton is a far cry from 
foe mid-1970s when as a jockey 
he raced cm the tmgla morons Nor- 
thern Circuit for a pittance. . 

Now with Sangster’s millions 
behind him, the future, despite the 
slow start, looks rosy indeed. *- 

“Nothing is guaranteed m this 
life.'' said Sangster, who has had 
his far share heartbreak ori foe 
racecourse. “But I do know that 
everyone connected with Manton 
is giving it their best shot and it 
won't be for want of trying if foe 
Manton horses don’t, greet foe 
judge.” 



VILLA FOR RENT 


Fully furnished, centrally heated with tel- 
ephone and garden. 


For further information call 815111 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


A deluxe furnished apartment consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, living room, dining & reception room and 3 
baths Is offered for rent. 


Location: University Road, behind Jerusalem Melia 
Hotel. 

If interested, pis. call 601209 


WHILE IN JORDAN VISIT 
CARAVAN BAZAAR 
Within Al-HHSsdn Youth City 


^fX d niicra^X P ^'n i ° ,iVe W °° d 3 " d *" 


Tel: 602331 P.O. Box 811519 
Amman - Jordan 


DELUXE-FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 


A second-floor apartment equipped with electrical app- 
liances and consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining 
room-, two bathrooms and modem kitchen with telephone 
and independent central heating. 


Location; Between o th and Wadi Saqra’s Circles 

Call: 604346 


FOR SALE 


SS“* Caterpillar, workshop, 2 containers, * 
klrtt Mamtou scaffolding dumpers. Ail dtfty NOT pai 


Honda Accord, 1982. JD 2,500. 

Minibus Nissan-82. JD 2000. Duty pard. 

Telephone 728426 
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More Arab banks join London orbit 
as sophisticated financial era dawns 


In a state of cosmic ferment, 
London's financial community is 
fast preparing for that magic date, 
Oct. 27 when new rules open dea- 
ling on its stock exchange to 
vastly-heightened competition. 
The changes are being likened to a 
cosmic explosion, heralding the 
birth of a new era in which London 
may aspire to challenge Wall Str- 
eet. 

- _ London has long been a ban- 
king centre of planetary imp- 
ortance but as a centre for the full 
range of financial services it has in 
recent years been outshone by the 
rise of supemovae like New York 
and Tokyo. 

The new stock exchange rules, 
the first of which came into play on 
March 1 (when ownership of sto- 
c kb raking firms was thrown open 
to all comers), are designed to 
alter that and put London back on 
the galactic map. The con- 
sequences. for ail banks and fin- 
ancial institutions in Britain, whe- 
ther they are directly concerned 
widi stock exchange dealing or 
not, will be dramatic. Demand for 
all types of financial services is 
bound to increase, as well as com- 
petition for investors' funds. 

As if gearing up for this new era 
in London's financial history. 
Arab banks and financial ins- 
titutions in London have con- 
tinued to grow in both nu mber and 
spread of activity. A list prepared 
by Arab British Commerce in 
February 1986 shows that there 
are at least 70 Arab banks and 
financial institutions in London, 
representing almost every Arab 
country and providing an eno- 


rmous range of services. 

London's main attraction for 
foreign banks and financial ins- 
titutions has traditionally been its 
importance as an international 
banking centre. Many Arab ins- 
titutions seeking to widen their 
overseas links chose London as 
their first port of call. Recent exp- 
erience has made London even 
more attractive in other ways. 
Although London salaries for 
some types of banking expertise 
are now spiralling rapidly upw- 
ards. costs of maintaining a bank 
office in Loadon are considerably 
lower than in New York. 

The Arab banks' presence in 
London dates back ar least to 
1 952 when Rafidain, Bank of Iraq 
opened an office. But their pre- 
sence has grown particularly str- 
ongly in the last decade. 

Today, the Arab financial 
community in London includes 
several leading national Arab 
banks, numerous consortia banks 
(some wholly Arab-owned, some 
Euro- Arab), at least three Islamic 
banks and numerous investment 
companies. Additions in 1985 inc- 
luded the Commercial Bank of 
Kuwait and Bahrain Middle East 
Bank which opened rep- 
resentative offices in February 
and June respectively. 

In early 1986. National Bank of 
Dubai (NBDj received Bank of 
England approval to open as a lic- 
ensed deposit taker. Its branch in 
Sloane Square is expected to open 
soon. Two Saudi Arabian banks, 
Saudi British Bank and Arab Nat- 
ional Bank, are also expected to 
open offices. 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY. MAY 26, 1986 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is an excellent day 
and evening to organize your business and other ac- 
tivites so that you will heve additional and worthwhile 
security in the days ahead. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19} Use tietter methods for 
handling outside tasks and you gain greater prestige 
with the public in general. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} Find a better method 
of handling new projects so that you have more success 
with them. Don't hesitate to contact an expert for help. 

• GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Anything (hat you want 
to do to improve your business ability is wise to set in 
motion now. Be enthused and all works out well 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Be more 
businesslike with your associates and your joint affairs 
. will work out much better. 

LEO (Ju!. 22 to Aug. 21) You have a chance to raise 
your consciousness so that you can gain more benefits 
. than possible before now. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Plan to enjoy the 
pleasures you have found satisfying in the past and gain 
surcease from worry. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) If you are more practical 
in family matters, you get better results. Invite down- 
to-earth guests into your home. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You find a better way 
of handling routines, so discuss them with those whom 
you work with. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You are think- 
ing along practical lines now and can moke big headway 
in gaining more assets and property. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You understand 
every phase of some situation and have the finest 
answers that will enure to your benefit. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Stop daydreaming 
so much. A companion may pin you down about giving 
definite answers to some important issue. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Plan your activities ac- 
’ cording to what is accepted and they work to your 
benefit. Be more practical instead of so visionary. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have many abilities pertaining to business and finance, 
as well as property and land. Teach not to want to be 
so authoritative with others, but rather be helpful to 
them when asked for advice. Make sure you give good 
spiritual training early in life. 


!THE Daily Crossword by James E. HinJsh. Jr. 


ACROSS 
1 Ntpa or sage 
S Curved path 
ID WWH nuance 

14 Cruising 

15 Sum — 

WS Mother at 

Helen el Trey 
17 Envoy 

20 Donunge e.g. 

21 Mme entrance 

22 ciA’i pre- 
decessor 

23 Aftanee 
totters 

25 Earth 
27 Envoy 
36 Lad up 

36 Affiance 
taOaa 

37 toy Leaguer 

38 rating men 
<0 Oatinmnstied 

43 — sana in-. 

44 Put — to 
(finish) 

4G Hebrew month 
48 SobUon' op. 
«9 Diplomatic 
official 

53 Lab tvntar 

54 0oa Ktwn 

55 Hubbub 
58 Canted 

61 Metaphysical 
things 
65 Envoy 

.68 Anew poteen 

89 — nous 

70 Wtttto: prtBf. 

71 Wptomnffl 
forte 

. 72r Department of 



73— service 
bo iw 

tUptomafte 

agreement 

2 Tennis MOW 

3 and hungry 
look" 

4 Put ashora 

5 Bravo! 

e communtem 

7 Dhow or dory 

Bfnttfl 


1*6 )iau'» IMS i ' 

A, frynit 


9 Protective 
surface 

10 Box mg great 

11 Dry. pcet. 

'12 Fatal dare 
13 Lip 

18 Mfltel e.g. 

19 Friendship 
24 Reach 

X Novefist 
O' Flaherty 

27 Rice dish 

28 Arg. plain 

29 — statesman 

30 Steunn 

31 Clan emblem 

32 Unalaska 
native 

33 Washer cycle 

34 — no 

39 SdiCk's pal 

41 See 37 A 

42 Demands 
payment 

45 Likewise 
47 — abet 
(npkty) 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: ' 


si 


.....nn nnranH ann 
noRGi nnnnn nggo 
rara nraann ranon 
nan nnnnnmnH 



80 Gnnun 
characters 

51 Swimming 

52 See 20A 

55 See 21A 
58 Merrill of 

mowes 


59 Miw Kett 

60 Soil 

62 “A —'dock 
scholar" 

S3 Division word 
64 Panieie 
66 Rent 


57 Cartel tetters 67 Passing grade 


The Arab financial community 
in London includes eleven banks 
with "recognised” status (entitling 
them to carry out all types of ban- 
king services) and a further 18 lic- 
ensed deposit takers (not counting 
the recently- licensed NBD). 

One recent addition to the rec- 
ognised list is Arab Banking Cor- 
poration (ABC), the big 
Bahrain-based bank owned by 
Kuwait. Abu Dhabi and Libya, 
which was upgraded in September 
1985. New licensed deposit takers 
are the Islamic bank Al Baraka 
International and Jordan Finance 
Consortium. Further changes are 
pending, with at least three Arab 
banks currently negotiating with 
the Bank of England for a change 
of status. 

Jordan Finance Consortium 

provides interesting example 

The Jordan Finance Con- 
sortium (JFCj provides an int- 
eresting example of how Arab 
banks and financial institutions 
have made London their home. 
Founded in London in 1984 as a 
U. K.- registered institution, JFC 
(owned by 16 Jordanian ins- 
titutions) was the first wholly- 
owned Jordanian financial ins- 
titution to be headquartered out- 
side Jordan. It lately expanded 
outwards to its home country, rec- 
ently opening a representative off- 
ice in Amman. 

Among .the most seasoned inh- 
abitants of London is United Bank 
of Kuwait ( UBK) which this year 
celebrates its 2Uth anniversary as a 
U.K.- registered London bank. 
UBK has seen considerable exp- 
ansion in die last few years and its 
recently-announced pre-tax profit 
of £12.4 million in 1985 (up from 
£10.8 million in 1984) shows that 
it continues to do brisk business. 
Total assets managed by UBK 
grew by 20 per cent in 1985 to 
£2.260 million and shareholders 
agreed on March 3, 1986 to raise 
the bank's paid-in-capital by u 
thud to £100 million. 

Arab banks and financial ins- 
titutions in London represent 
almost all Arab countries. Gulf 
international Bank (GIB), for ins- 
tance, represents seven Gulf states 
while many Arab countries are 
among the shareholders of ano- 
, ther consortium bank, UBAF. 

Probably 'the largest rep- : 
resentation, however, is from 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain 
and Lebanon. The increased pre- 
sence of Saudi Arabian banks has 
been one of the recent features of 
Arab banking in London. ' 

In addition to the two banks 
preparing to open offices, Saudi 
Arabia is represented in London 
by its majority Bank (SIB). The 
two wholly Saudi Arabian-owned 
banks, Riyad Bank and National 
Commercial Bank, both have a 
London presence in their own 
right and Saudi American Bank 
(Samba) has a representative off- 
ice. 

Many Arab or majority Arab- 
owned banks now have more than 
•one branch in Loadon. Leader in 
this field is Bank of Credit and 
'Commerce International (BCCI) 
with 29 London brandies. UBK 
has three retail branches in add- 
ition to its bead office. 

Among those adding to their 
branch networks' in 1985 were 


JFC, Banque du Liban and 
cT Outre -Mer and Arab African 
International Bank of Cairo. They 
were joined early this year by Nat- 
ional Bank of Egypt which on Feb. 
24 opened a second branch. 

Both Arab banks and financial 
institutions have considerably 
diversified their activities in the 
last few years. Several banks now 
boast more than one subsidiary. 

SIB, for instance, now has at 
least four subsidiaries, including 
SIB Leasing and SIB Capital Inv- 
estments. UBK's London sub- 
sidiaries include UBK Property 
Services (formerly called UBK 
Customer Services) and UBK 
Leasing Finance. 

A major growth area is trade 
finance and several Arab banks in 
London have set up subsidiaries 
specialising in such services. These 
include: AAB Export Finance, 
formed following the acquisition 
last year of Henry Ansbacher 
Export Finance by Allied Arab 
Bank; Ai Saudi Export Finance 
owned by the Paris-based Al 
Saudi Banque which has two Lon- 
don branches; and Exfinco, the 
export finance house in which 
ABC has a minority share. ABC 
has also moved into merchant 
banking in London with the set- 
ting up of a merchant banking arm 
ABC International. 

Financial services provided by 
Arab investment companies and 
other institutions are also con- 
siderably diversified. As Dr. 
Walid Niazy of the London-based 
Capital Trust, the wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Capital Trust of 
Luxembourg, explained to Arab 
British Commerce, ’each Arab 
investment company in London 
has a different origin and spe- 
cialises in a different type of pro- 
duct. Capital Trust itself is a uni- 
que case. It was founded in Lux- 
embourg in 1985, then buying 
Capital Guidance which had been 
established in London in 1 977 and 
specialised in portfolio man- 
agement, investment services and 
real estate. 

Capital Trust has built on the 
experience of its predecessor to 
widen its services to private ind- 
ividual and institutional investors. 
Such services now include direct 
investment and acquisitions, pri- 
vate placements, .joint venture 
analysis and negotiation, cor- 
porate reorganisation and res- 
tructuring and asset disposal. 

Although Capital Trust is based 
in Luxembourg and London, 
much of its work is outside the 
U.K.. illustrating the importance 
of London as a centre for int- 
ernational transactions. 

Perhaps most revealing as an 
indication of how Arab banks are 
diversifying in London is the rec- 
ent acquisition, by BA n, of the 
London stockbroking firm She- 
pards and Chase. BAH began by 
buying 29.9 per cent of the sto- 
ckbroking firm in 1985, increasing 
its ownership to 100 per cent on 
March 1, 1986 when outside ins- 
titutions became eligible for full 
ownership of stock exchange 
members. 

The move marks the Arab 
banks' stock exchange debut and 
may well be succeeded by more 
forays as other Arab banks follow 
BAIFs lead — Arab British 
Commerce. 


OPEC’s share of world oil 
increases in ’86 due to low 



NEW YORK (R) — OPEC's share of the world oil 
market has increased during 1986 as low oil prices 
have driven some non-OPEC production from the 
market, industry analysts said recently. 


They said OPECs rising market 
share gives support to the policy 
change initiated by Saudi Arabia, 
which abandoned its policy of 
price protection last December, 
and may improve chances for an 
Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries(OPEC) pro- 
duction sharing agreement next 
month. 

But some analysts continued to 
see problems with OPECs ability 
to gain such an agreement which 
would put in doubt its wider obj- 
ective of cooperation with non- 
OPEC countries. 

OPEC output is estimated bet- 
ween 17.6 million and 18 million 
barrels per day (b/d) or 1 .5 million 
b Id above its 16 million b/d quota. 

Petroleum Intelligence Weekly 
estimated current OPEC output at 
17.6 million b/d and both the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates (UAE)oil min- 
ister and a Libyan oil official have 
said that current production is 
touching 18 million b/d. 

Mr. John Lichtblau. president 
of the Petroleum Industry Res- 


earch Foundation Inc. in New 
York, said: “OPEC output has 
averaged approximately 17.5 mil- 
lion b/d for the first five months of 
the year and will probably con- 
tinue at this level for some time." 

This higher market share has 
largely benefirted Saudi Arabia at 
the expense of non-OPEC pro- 
ducers, analysts said. 

Saudi output went as low as 2.2 
million b/d last year but is now 
estimated at between 43 and 4.5 
mDtion b/d against a quota of 4 35 
million. 

Some oil analysts believe that 
the price free fall of the past four 
months has brought about the inc- 
reased demand which will allow 
OPEC to retain its new gains. 

But Mr. Marion Stewart, an 
independent petroleum eco- 
nomist, said that oil demand inc- 
reases have been only modest so 
far. 

“U.S consumption is only up 
about one per cent to date and 
total OECD demand seems to be 
following a similar trend which 


should dispel any doubts about the 
inability of producers to sharply 
increase short term sales by cut- 
ting prices, he said. 

Mr. Lichtblau said that OPEC's 
higher market share was due to "a 
'■tremendous! sacrifice in price 
which fell from about 528 to alm- 
ost half that level and which will 
not easily be made up over the 
near term.” 

The conflict in outlook between 
OPECs radical states grouped 
about Algeria. Libya and Iran and 
the more moderate states grouped 
about Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
the UAE fuels analyst doubts 
about OPEC's ability to set a coh- 
erent policy. 

The increased market share for 
OPEC production is making some 
headway in solving the problem of 
allocating production bur several 
of the price hawks arc unlikely to 
be satisfied at the prices required 
to maintain this share, analysts 
said. 

“It is an open question to see 
how long that market share would 
remain if OPEC were to raise pri- 
ces as its more radical members 
would like to do.” Mr. Lichtblau 
added. 

Some analysts said the pos- 


sibility of an accord when OPEC 
meets next month in Yugoslavia is 
greater aws the likelihood that 
non-OPEC nations will cooperate 
with OPEC. 

But Mr. Charles Maxwell, oil 
analyst with CJ. Lawrence Inc., 
said that "the OPEC nations app- 
ear no closer to an agreement in 
Yugoslavia now then they were 
last month in Geneva.” 

Analysts remained equally div- 
ided about their outlook for prices 
given tne rise in OPEC s share and 
its high output. 

Mr. Randol who sees the rise in 
demand pacing the rise in supply 
said that continued strength in 
product prices will keep prices 
firm and send them above >16. 

But Mr. Maxwell said that fig- 
ure represents a real ceiling on the 
price for the balance of the year 
although over 1 9S7 a range "bet- 
ween 5 1 2 and MS a barrel Is more 
likely. 

“Unlike some analysts who bel- 
ieve prices w-il find the >2U level 
this year, we think prices will 
move in these lower ranges for the 
next two years as they establish a 
base to move over >20 a barrel in 
1988." he sakJ. 


W. Germany fears effects of low 


FRANKFURT ( R) — West Ger- 
mnay is growing increasingly wor- 
ried over the effects of a low dollar 
on its economy shows signs of 
weak economic growth, eco- 
nomists and dealers said. 

Comments by Bundesbank 
(Central Bank) President Karl 
Otto Poe hi recently showed that 
Bonn was determined to protect 
its economy against a high mark 
and a weak dollar, Mr. Poehl said. 

His comments — the first by a 
senior West German monetary 
official since the Tokyo su mmi t at 
the beginning of this month — 
were also seen as a warning that 
West Germany would coordinate 
action with Japan, whose exports 
have been hit by a strong yen, to 
stem U.S. attempts to push the 
dollar lower. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yas~ 
uhiro Nakasone said the time was 
near for-joint dollar intervention. 

“Gradually, it is getting to be 
the time for that,” he said. 

The dollar gained some ground 
last week following their sta- 
tements. 

Mr. Hermann Remsperger. 
economist with Berliner 


Handels-und Frankfurter Bank, 
said a weak dollar was worrying 
for Bonn “since internal demand 
in Germany is less powerful than it 
has frequently been predicted. 
This is something relatively new in 
the discussion.” 

Latest Bundesbank figures 
show that March foreign orders in 
the manufacturing industry dip- 
ped dramatically to 145 per cent 
of their 1980 levels from 154 per 
cent in February, their lowest lev- 
els since 1984. Domestic orders in 
March were flat. 

The West German Institute for 
Economic Research (DIW) in 
West Berlin said Gross National 
product (GNP) could rise to show 
real three per cent growth for the 
second quarter of 1986, but first 
quarter growth was considerably 
weaker than' originally expected. 

The economics ministry said the 
economy showed sluggish growth 
in the first quarter due to bad win- 
ter weather, the steep rise in the 
mark and a tendency for com- 
panies to put off restocking inv- 
entories in the face of plummeting 
oil prices. 

Mr. Remsperger said the slow 


start had thrown into question 
predictions of 3.5 or even four per 
cent growth this year. 

Economists noted that the 
Bundebank was unlikely to com- 
bat a rise in the mark or a sluggish 
economy by pushing West Ger- 
man interest rates lower. 

An interest rate cut would thr- 
eaten to tip the mark below its 
allowed level against the French 
franc in the European monetary 
system. 

A recent surge in a key West 
German money supply figure has 
also raised fears of a rekindling of 
inflation and an interest rate cut 
could overheat the economy. 

Dealers said the remarks by Mr. 
Poehl and Mr. Nakasone lent wei- 
ght to growing sentiment that the 
agreement by Ffinanoe ministers 
of the Group of Five (G-5) nations 
last September to push the dollar 
lower has run its course. 

“We have come to a point 
where the other industrial nations 
want to think of their own int- 
erests. The G-5 is beginning to 
crumble,” one dealer for a West 
Berlin-based bank said. 

He said the dollar is now seen as 


low enough to help the U.S. trade 
deficit but that the effect would 
not filter through until September. 

“But comments on this subject 
f intervention) from Japan and 
Germany were relatively strong 
and I couldn't see the Bundesbank 
not keeping to its word on this.'' 
he said. 

Dealers said Mr. Poehl's com- 
ments may have set a medium- 
term floor of some 2.15 marks to 
the dollar. Economists said the 
Bundesbank sees any level below 
220 marks as the beginning of an 
exaggerated dollar drop. 

Senior banking sources said the 
Bundesb; ink may now move to a 
tactic of intervening more fre- 
quently to buy dollars but in smel- 
lier amounts. 

This would penalise speculation 
against the dollar while not dep- 
leting foreign exchange reserves 
unnecessarily, they said. 

However if UJS. authorities 
were determined in their efforts to 
talk the dollar down, even coo- 
rdinated action by Japan ;xd 
Germany would not stem a dollar 
fall for long, they said. 


Italians shuttle water 
to help dry Malta 


VALLETTA (R) — Italy is fer- 
rying drinking water to Malta to 
help tide the Mediterranean island 
over an acute shortage. 

The problem is not new to 
Malta where former prime min- 
ister, Mr. Dora Min toff once said: 
“Water production is costing us as 
much as whisky.” But the sit- 
uation is worse this year because 
winter rainfall was low. 

Italian tankers have been bri- 
nging water as part of plans to 
build a reserve to enable a reverse 


osmosis plant at Ghar Lapsi, sou- 
theast Malta, to be closed while its 
daily output is raised by one mil- 
lion gallons a day from 4.4 million. 

Maltese water production has 
failed in some years to meet needs 
of about 17 million gallons a day 
for Malta's estimated 320,000 
people. 

Supply cuts have been worse 
than usual this year, with some 
areas in crisis as early as February 
following low rainfall. 


Iraq completes 40 projects 

BAGHDAD (OPECNA) — Forty industrial projects have been 
completed in Iraq during 1984 and 1 985, according to the ministry of 
industry and mineral resources. 

The projects include fertiliser plants, assembly lines for electric 
transformers, buses, iron and textile factories and new electricity 
generating grids in Baghdad and other provinces. 

The ministry is currently responsible for electric, engineering, 
chemical and mineral resources industries. It also runs the aut- 
omobile industry and is responsible for design and construction. 

Recently published figures show that in 1 982 the total value of the 
output of the ministry's enterprises was five tiroes more than that in 
1967-68. 

The output of all enterprises overseen by the ministry has been 
increasing since 1968. Power generating capacity went up from 561 
megawatt in 1968 to 4.000 megawatt in 1982. with the number of 
power consumers registering an increase of 1 06 per cent in all the 
provinces, excluding"the capital, Baghdad. 


Peanuts 



JUST LOOK AT THE 
UORLD AROUND YOU.. 



JUST THINK OF All 
THE (jJONPERFUL 7NIN65 
OUT THERE FOR US 
TO SEE... 
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"He won't eat yogurt with fruit or nuts 
in it. Got any with beer and pepperoni 
in it?" 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I $ by Henri Arnold and Bab Lee 
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| WHAT HE WOULD* 

BE IF HE BAIC7 J 
WHAT HE THOUGHT, j 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


i/ \y s j/ v TV y y Y 
Answer here: fill 111X11) 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FATAL GAUDY CALMLY BUBBLE 
Answer. What the salesman said that bargain bed 
was-A ■•LULLA-BUY" 













Death toll in South African 
weekend violence rises to 16 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The official death toll in 
weekend violence raging in South Africa’s black 
townships rose to 16 Sunday when police said they 
had found the bodies of eight men. 

They appeared to have been kil- eminent's cautious modifications 
lui in battles between radicals 
demanding the total scrapping of 
the apartheid race discrimination 
system and blacks they accuse of 
working with, the white aut- 
horities. 

Police said Saturday they had 
shot dead eight black men, one of 
whom was killed while trying to 
set Grc to a car. 

Police reported serious violence 
throughout the country, with 12 
people injured, six by black 
crowds and six by police. _ 

Five of the dead men were 
found in Kwamashu. a Durban 
township hani-hit by recent bat- 
tles between hlacks. 

Another was hacked and burnt 
to death at Kwanubuhie in the eas- 
tern Cape, a particularly militant 
area. ■ 

The others were burnt to death 
in Soweto. Johannesburg's black 
satellite city, and in Nyanga. near 
Cape Town. 

Police Saturday mounted a 
massive operation in the small 
white town of hllisras to protect 
1 aiw and Order Minister Louis Le 
(i range from right-wing ext- 
remists who reject the gov- 


of apartheid. 

They had threatened to disrupt 
a speech by Mr. Le Grange in 
which he assured about 200 loy- 
alists of the ruling National Party 
(NP) that the government had the 
townships under control. 

■'We are acting strongly,” said 
Mr. Le Grange, one of the most 
right-wing cabinet ministers. "If 
our (black) enemies think they 
have in any sense come up against 
the full might of South Africa's 
security forces, they are making a 
big mistake." 

The remote farming area aro- 
und Ellisras was the target of a 
land-mine blast in January which 
claimed two white lives and which 
Pretoria blamed on the African 
National Congress ( ANC). 

On Saturday South Africa was 
still reaping an international whi- 
rlwind of protest for Monday’s 
raids by its troops on what it called 
ANC guerrilla bases in Botswana, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Washingrun is expelling South 
Africa's chief defence attache and 
Pretoria retaliated by saying it 
would expel the senior U.S. mil- 


itary envoy — whom Washington 
had already recalled for con- 
sultations. 

Outside the school where Mr. 
Le Grange spoke, police scuffled 
with zealots of the Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweging ( A WB. Afr- 
ikaner Resistance Movement) 
who tried to break through their 
ranks, arresting five men. 

tyhile South African liberals 
and foreign governments accuse 
Mr. Le Grange’s police of using 
excessive force against blacks, the 
extremists say foe force is not 
tough enough. 

The AWB accuses the NP of 
betraying the Dutch-descended 
Afrikaners who put it info power 
in 1948 to institute apartheid — 
which Elbrus is dearly far from 
scrapping. 

Reporters saw “whites only” 
signs still adorning amenities 
which have long been des- 
egregated in major dries. 

Mr. Le Grange told his aud- 
ience security forces had killed 
two thirds of the 1 ,500 victims of 
two years of relentless unrest. 

In recent months, police have 
mainly reported killings in battles 
between blacks. On Saturday they 
announced no deaths in foe power 
struggles raging in many town- 
ships between black radicals and 
hlacks accused of working with the 
white authorities. 


In Powys, Wales Bishop Des- 
mond Tutu on Saturday sharply 
criticised Britain and the United 
States for blocking U.N. moves 
toward tough economic sanctions 
against South Africa. 

Speaking at a religious festival, 
the black Anglican Bishop of Joh- 
annesburg said ordinary people 
should now “go over their heads* 7 
making it clear they would not tol- 
erate governments who col- 
laborated with the white minority 
govern meat of South Africa and 
its system of racial separation, 
which denies the black majority 
foe vote. 

Tutu, who won the 1 984 Nobel 
Peace Prize. said,“l am no longer 
impressed by the wonderful rhe- 
toric we get from Britain and 
America about their so-called 
abhorrence of apartheid.” 

Tutu was given an emotional 
welcome by thousands of wor- 
shipers at the inter- 
denominational rally at Builth 
Wells, ftjwys. 

He was loudly cheered when he 
said: “Please get your government 
to apply sanctions.” 

“We are a whisper away from 
catastrophe in South Africa. We 
arc on the brink of disaster butitis 
still possjble for us to be moved 
back from the edge of the pre- 
cipice if the international com- 
munity is prepared to intervene 
decisively," he said. 


Jet crash kills top Madagascar aides 


ANTANANARIVO (R) - Mad- 
agascar's Defence Minister k. 
Adm. Guy Sibun and leading 
members of foe island state's def- 
ence establishment were killed in 
a plane crash in the country's cen- 
tral mountains. 

The government said ail 13 
people on foe aircraft, an armed 
forces IX-3. wen: killed when it 
slammed into foe side of a mou- 
ntain 170 kilometres south of the 
capital. Antananarivo. 

The cause of foe crash was not 
known. 

Adm. Sibon. 51. and his ent- 


ourage were Saturday flying to foe 
country's officer cadet college at 
Anstirahc, central Madagascar, 
for a passing out parade. 

A navy captain, he became def- 
ence minister in 1975 when his 
commanding officer Adm. Didier 
katsiraka became president. 

Among the dead were Gen. 
Hubert Andrianasolojiead of the 
Indian Ocean island’s defence 
industries, mining and strategic 
minerals. His wife, a member of 
the pulitburo of the ruling Rev- 
olutionary Vanguard Party, was 


also killed in foe crash. 

Other senior officials killed 
were Gen. Jean-Jacques Ras- 
ul o mala ia, secretary general of foe 
(Defence Ministry and Col. Joc- 
elyn Rabetrano, a personal adv- 
iser to foe minister. 

Col. Rabetrano was also a lea- 
ding sports administrator. 

The government announced 
that because of the crash it was 
cancelling its participation Sunday 
in foe international Sports Aid 
run. Several ministers had been 
due to take part. 


5 C. American presidents 
consider regional parliament 


ESQUIPULAS, Guatemala (AP) 
— The presidents of five Central 
American nations have met to 
consider creating a regional par- 
liament to tackle common pro- 
blems, but there was no indication 
that any agreement had been rea- 
ched. 

In their first day of talks, foe 
leaders of Guatemala, Costa Rica, 
Honduras, Nicaragua and £1 Sal- 
vador also discussed the proposed 
Gontadora Peace Agreement for 
Centra] America. 

Mexico, Colombia, P anama and 
Venezuela formed the Contadora 
Group and have worked for more 
than three years to find a treaty 
acceptable to all five Central 
American nations. 

They have set June 6 as the 
-deadline for signing the proposal, 
and all foe Central American cou- 
ntries but Nicaragua have said 
they will approve it. 

Nicaragua has said the United 
States first must stop aiding rebels 
figuring to oust its leftist San- 
dmista government. 

Guatemalan President Vinicio 
Cerezo had called this weekend's 
meeting in Esquipulas, hoping to 
lay the groundwork for a regional 
parliament of directly elected rep- 
resentatives to deal with shared 
political, economic and social 
problems. 

The other presidents attending 
the two-day session are Oscar 


Arias Sanchez of Costa Rica, Jose 
Azcona Hoyo of Honduras, Dan- 
iel Ortega of Nicaragua and Jose 
Napoleon Duarte of El Salvador. 

Saturday’s talks centred on the 
draft of a “declaration of Esq- 
uipulas," calling for the est- 
ablishment of a Central American 
Parliament, whose members were 
to be “elected freely through dir- 
ect universal sufferage” and “in 
which the principle of political 
pluralism be respected.” 

The working documeat of the 
declaration was drafted by the five 
Central American vice presidents 
and dated May 4. A copy was 
made available by Nicaraguan 
sources to foe Associated Press. 

After the talks adjourned late 
Saturday, there was no immediate 
information on whether the pre- 
sidents had.reacbed agreement cm 
the proposal for setting up a reg- 
ional legislature. 

The draft declaration also called 
for the five presidents to agree to 
hold periodic s ummi t meetings 
“to analyse and resolve the more 
urgent problems that come up rel- 
ated to peace, security and dev- 
elopment in the region.” 

In opening remarks before the 
session adjourned for hmch in a 
Benedictine monastery, Mr. Cer- 
ezo said, “we strongly reject being 
converted into a battlefield where 
others try to resolve their dif- 
ferences." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOKEN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE TRUMP TRICKS GONE? 


Easi-Wcsl vulnerable. South deals,. 
NORTH 

* A J4 
? A853 
v 65 

♦ AQ85 

WKST EAST 

♦ K 107 *832 

K 10 -J92 

v K Q 1074 0 A 93 ’ 

■f K 103 +J742 

SOUTH 
*4965 
TQ764 
•> J82 
*96 

The bidding: 

Sooth West North Em* 

Pass 1 v DWe 

i * Pus 2 ♦ 

Pin Pms 

Opening lead: King of 0-. 

How many trump tricks would 
you expect West to take against a 
contract of two spades'.' One? 
Perhaps two'.' Would you believe 
that, when this hand was played in a 
tournament a white back. West 
scored three trump tricks? 

After North’s takeout double 
South elected to bid his spades HrsL 
so that, if the opponents competed, 
he would be able to gel both suits in 
by bidding hearts next. Unfortun- 
ately far the best-laid plans, that op- 
portunity never presented itself. 
North made an off-beat raise to two 
spades and South ended up playing 


in his sides aecond-besl combined 
holding. 

West led the king of diamonds 
and. in response to East's signal 
with the nine, continued wiLh a low 
diamond to the ace. East shifted to 
a low heart and declarer allowed 
West's ten to win. West continued 
with the king of hearts tu the ace. 

Entries lo declarer's hand were 
at a premium. Since he desperately 
wanted lo take the club finesse, 
declarer decided that he would try 
Lo force an entry lo his hand by 
leading the jack of trumps for dum- 
my. West won the king and played 
another diamond. Since ruffing low 
would again leave him without an 
entry to his hand, declarer elected 
to ruff with the table's ace. 

No* declarer led dummy's re- 
maining trump and, after taking ail 
that trouble to turn the queen or 
spades into an entry, he chose Lo 
finesse the nine. West won the ten 
and led a fourth diamond. East 
ruffed with the eight and declarer 
at last reached his hand by over- 
rutfing with the queen. In the pro 
cess, though. West's seven of 
trumps had been promoted Lo a 
winner. 

The club finesse won. but that 
was little consolation to declarer. 
He hod to lose three trump tricks, 
two diamonds and a heart for down 
one, on a hand where most North- 
South pairs were making a part- 
score in hearts. 


Half world 
population 
will be urban 
dwellers by 
year 2000 

BARCELONA. Spain (R) - 

leaders of 50 of the world’s big- 
gest cities have agreed to set up a 
task force to study their problems 
after being warned they faced a 
population explosion of unp- 
recedented proportions. 

The mayors of 50 cities, city 
planners and government officials 
last week attended the second int- 
ernational .conference on the 
urban future organised by foe 
United Nations Fund for Pop- 
ulation Activities (UNFPA). 

“We arc confronted with an 
urban population explosion of 
unprecedented proportions.” 
U.N. Sccretaiy- General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar told the del- 
egates. “This is a world-wide pro- 
blem and workl-wide cooperation 
is required." 

According to U.N. studies, 
more than half the world’s pop- 
ulation projected at 6.1 billion will 
be I iving in cities by foe year 2000, 
compared with 40 per cent now. 

Over one billion people will be 
concentrated in only 78 cities, inc- 
luding 22 so-called “mega-cities” 
with more than 10 million inh- 
abitants each. Eighteen of these 
cities wDl be in the Third World. 

Mani Sanyal, deputy mayor of 
Calcutta, the most densely pop- 
ulated metropolitan area in the 
world, told Reuters: "The ext- 
reme backwardenss of rural areas 
in the Third World forces people 
out of the villages and into the cit- 
ies in search of a better life.” 

The delegates agreed that bet- 
ter social services and emp- 
loyment opportunities in rural 
ureas might slacken migration 
from villages into towns. 

"Third World countries have to 
avoid spending most of their lim- 
ited resources in solving the pro- 
blems of big cities at foe expense 
of neglecting rural ureas." 
Manila's acting Governor Jose 
Lina said. 

Most delegates from developing 
countries were in favour of rec- 
ommending family planning pro- 
grammes to stem population 
grow*. 

"Our main problem is edu- 
cation.” Mexico City’s top city 
planner. Miguel Messmachersaid. 
“Living standards will improve 
when foe level of education is rai- 
sed." Mexico City, with 18 million 
inhabitants, is foe world's biggest 
metropolis. Its population is exp-, 
ected to reach 26 million by the 
year 2000. 

None of the six largest North 
American cities — Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Philadelphia, Detroit, 
New York and San Francisco — 
attended the conference, charging 
(hat massive federal budget cuts 
prevented them sending delegates 
to the meelmg. 


5 killed 
in fresh 
Punjab 
violence 

CHANDIGARH, India (R) — 
Five people including two Sikh 
gunmen were killed in renewed 
violence in Punjab Sunday as pre- 
ssure grew on Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi to send the army to 
the northern state to tackle Sikh 
extrc mists. 

A senior police official told 
Reuters in foe state capital Cha- 
ndigarh that two Hindu traders 
were shot dead by Sikhs on a bic- 
ycle near the town of Fatehgarh 
Uiurian. dose to the Pakistan 
honlcr. 

He said a third Hindu was kilted 
late Saturday night in foe same 
urea. Police arrested six Sikh sus- 
pects. 

The official said two extremists 
died in a shoot-out with police 
Sunday on foe outskirts of the 
Sikh holy city Amritsar. They 
were believed to have taken part 
in an attack in the city last Wed- 
nesday in which i 1 people were 
killed, mainly Hindus. 

The deaths raised the toll in 
Punjab this month to 79 and inc- 
reased fears of a flight to other 
parts of India by Hindus who 
form 40 per cent of the state's 18 
million people. 

Amritsar police chief S.S. Virk 
suit! police captured 12 suspected 
extremists in a raid on a Sikh shr- 
ine in foe city on Friday night. 

Virk said police had also arr- 
ested 22 people suspected of inv- 
olvement in Wednesday's market 
attack, the bloodiest since ext- 
ra mists shot dead 1 4 Hindus in foe 
industrial town of Ludhiana two 
months ago. 

The violence has continued 
despite an April 30 raid by 
commando-led security forces on 
foe Sikhs' holiest shrine. Amr- 
itsar's Golden Temple, to flush 
out extremists who had declared 
an independent Sikh nation called 
Khalistan. 


Australian 
premier 
arrives in 
Manila 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke arrived in Manila Sunday 
pledging his country will “do ail 
that is within our power” to help 
the three-month-old government 
of President Corazon Aquino. • 

Mr. Hawke said he intends to 
attach “great importance" to rel- 
ations with the Philippines. 

“I hope that the government 
and foe Filipino people will und- 
erstand both the interest and 
commitment of the Australian 
people in trying to assist foe peo- 
ple of the Philippines in foe very 
great task of lifting foe social and 
economic positions of the peo- 
ple,” Mr. Hawke said. 

Australia was one of the first 
countries to support Mrs. Aquino 
after the fraud-marred February 
Philippine election, which led to 
the ouster of ex-President Fer- 
dinand Marcos in a civilian- 
backed military revolt. 

Mr. Hawke arrived from Peking 
on a Royal Australian Air Force 
plane with his wife Hazel, and an 
entourage of officials and jou- 
rnalists. His one-day visit to Man- 
ila is the last leg of an 1 1 -day Asia 
tour. 

He was met at foe airport by 
Vice President and Foreign Min- 
ister Salvador Laurel, who will 
host a dinner for the prime min- 
ister at a hotel later Sunday. 

“I want to give you foe ass- 
urance that we will do ail that is 
within our po.wer to help you bec- 
ause we believe that the task that 
confronts the new government is 
of a very significant dimension 
that is going to require foe coo- 
peration of all elements within the 
Philippine Republic,” Mr. Hawke 
said. 

Mr. Hawke is scheduled to meet 
with Mrs. Aquino on Monday. A 
statement released earlier by the 
Australian embassy said he will 
discuss economic assistance with 
Mrs. Aquino. 

The Aquino government has 
urged foreign countries to help 
rebuild her country’s economy. 

The United States has called on 
its allies to join in an international 
effort to raise $>2 billion for the 
Philippine economy. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Bill Hayden, who visited Manila 
shortly after Mrs. Aquino took 
office in February, had said his 
government would increase Aus- 
tralian aid to the Philippines by at 
least 50 per cent to 25 million 
Australian dollars (k 1 7.5 million; 
a year. 

On the local seen eight soldiers 
were killed when Communist reb- 
els Saturday attacked an army 
outpost 80 kilometres from Davao 
city while President Aquino was 
visiting that provincial capital, the 
military said Sunday. 

Col. Romeo Recina, Davao 
area commander, said four other 
soldiers were wounded in the 
pre-dawn battle in foe town of 
Nabunturun, which rook place 
■three hours before Mrs. Aquino 
visited another military camp on 
the outskirts of Davao city. 

Col. Recina said he believed 
there was no connection between 
the attack and Mrs. Aquino's visit. 

Interviews with civilians in foe 
Nabunturan area indicated about 
30 of foe 300 rebels taking part In 
the attack died in foe two-bour 
dash. Col. Recina said in a tel- 
ephone interview from his Davao 
headquarters. 

More than 800 people have 
died in rebel-related violence 
since she took office. 


Tamil guerrillas kill 20 
Sinhalese villagers 


COLOMBO (R) - Twenty Sin- 
halese villagers were killed by 
Tqrail separatist guerrillas in eas- 
tern Trincomalee district, a Nat- 
ional Security Ministry spo- 
kesman said Sunday. 

He said the massacre at Gora- 
arankadawela was the second att- 
ack on the village in two days and 
brought the number of Sinhalese 
killed in foe area to 32. 

Guerrillas, fighting for a sep- 
arate Tamil state in Sinhalese- 
dominated Sri Lanka, raided the 
village. 24 kilometres from foe 
eastern port of Trincomalee, on 
Friday morning, killing two peo- 
ple. 

Hours later they stormed two 
other Sinhalese villages at Ser- 
uvila and Kallar close to Tri- 
ucomalee and sprayed a hail of 
bullets. Five members of the same 
family were killed at Seruvila and 
■two people fell dead at Kallar. 

The rebels raided a village at 
Kalkudah in eastern Batticaio 
Saturday morning and killed three 
fishermen. 

The raids on foe Seruvila and 
Kallar villages took place by 
moonlight as the villagers, mainly 
rice farmers, were preparing to go 
to a nearby historic temple to att- 
end prayers to mark foe birthday 
uf Buddha. 

Journalists who visited the 
scene of the raids Saturday saw 
seven bodies, most, riddled with 
bullets but one eigbt-year-old girl 
had been killed with axe blows. 


Her father, W£. Jayabac, said: 
“About 20 men stormed the vil- 
lage and opened fire on my wife 
and the child she was carrying in 
her arras and on my sister-in-law. 
They then kfiled two of my nei- 
ghbours and ran into the jungle-” 

The military coordinating off- 
icer in Trincomalee. Brig. Harsha 
Guoaratne, said the guerrillas 
were probably trying to scare 
away the few Sinhalese remaining 
in the area. 

Trincomalee district bad a 
mixed population of Tamils. Sin- 
halese and Muslims. 

Brig. Gunaratae said the army 
had three weeks ago helped about 
500 Sinhalese families to return to 
their homes and the rebels were 
probably trying to frighten others 
off returning. 

Meanwhile citizens. committees 
in Jaffiia , stronghold of Tamil gue- 
rrillas fighting for a separate state 
in Sri Lanka, appealed to Pre- 
sklent Junius Jayewardene Sun- 
day to stop a military offensive 
that they say has so far killed 90 
residents. 

“Hie ongoing military offensive 
in the peninsula has been the most 
inhuman and brutal of all army 
attacks on civilians and so far 90 
people have been killed and an 
innumerable number of persons 
injured,” the coordinating com- 
mittee of 40 citizens committees in 
Jaffiia said in an appeal to Mr. 
Jayewardene. 


25 foreigners besieged in 
Chinese university 


TIANJIN, China (R) — About 
400 Chinese students besieged 25 
foreigners and three Chinese 
women at Tianjin University for 
five hours after the students said 
seven of them had been assaulted. 

rhe 28, including Re tue r cor- 
respondent David Fraser, were 
caught in the dining room from 
midnight to 5 ajn. by angry stu- 
dents who hurled bricks and rocks, 
s mashing all foe windows. At least 
four foreigners were slightly inj- 
ured. 

Most of those trapped were 
Arab or African students but 
there were also some American 
and European teachers. Many hid 
for several hours behind a wooden 
bar or in two adjoining rooms to 


escape the flying bricks. 

The small hall was Uttered with 
bricks, bottles, glass shards and 
remnants erf a broken chandelier. 

About 4 a.m. the students off- 
ered a compromise, saying that if 
those accused of assault were han- 
ded over to police the others 
would be allowed to go. They said 
foe seven assaulted students were 
in hospital. 

The foreigners insisted on lea- 
ving together. 

Police who arrived about 5 a jm. 
removed 20 foreigners, saying 
they would be taken to "a secure 
place to help investigate the inc- 
ident” Students shouted and jee- 
red as they were driven off in a 
van. 


Bonn FDP seeks review of 
nuclear power projects 


HANOVER, West Germany (R) 
— West Germany’s liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP) have dem- 
anded a review of foe country’s 
two most disputed nuclear power 
projects in a move likely to strain 
their coalition with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl in the run-up to ele- 
ctions. 

The call, which threw both pro- 
jects into doubt were endorsed 
Saturday by an FDP congress after 
a heated six-hour debate on foe 
party’s response to public alarm 
prompted by last month’s Che- 
rnobyl disaster. 

Delegates demanded a study 
into whether nuclear vtaste could 
be stored instead of recycled at a 
plant due to bq built at Wac- 
kersdorf in Bavaria and gov- 
ernment talks with Belgium and 
The Netherlands on reversing 
plans to operate a jointly-financed 
fast-breeder nuclear reactor. 

Both projects had FDP support 
in the past and their stand means 
Mr. Kohl's Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) will be isolated on 
the issues at regional elections in 
lower Saxony in June at which it is 


already forecast to lose its abs- 
olute majority in the state. 

Political sources said the rift 
could inflict even more serious 
harm by sparking a row that would 
dent a united image . 

The Bavarian Christian Social 
Union (CSU) in foe three-party 
coalition has been a driving force 
behind the construction project at 
Wackersdorf. 

The sources said the party, 
whose relations with the FDP 
have been tense throughout foe 
coalition, would be incensed that 
liberal leaders who had backed 
Wackersdorf in the cabinet had 
failed to swing delegates behind 
them. 

Unlike Wackersdorf, the FDP 
decision on the fast-breeder rea- 
ctor was supported by foe party’s 
executive, which said Chernobyl 
bad put a question mark over the 
value of foe project. 

The reactor, at Kalkar near foe 
Dutch border, had been due to 
eater service in 1978 but its start- 
up has been delayed by repeated 
safety checks and financ ing pro- 
blems. 


Political heat wave overshadows Pakistan budget 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan’s 
national assembly meets Monday 
for a stormy session called to 
dump its independent speaker 
before taking up foe annual nat- 
ional budget. 

The ruling Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML) Party’s move to 
oust speaker Fakhar Imam with a 
no-confidence vote in foe 237- 
seat assembly, the lower house of 
parliament, has faced Prime Min- 
ister Mohammad Khan Junejo's 
one-year-old civilian adm- 
inistration with its first major par- 
liamentary crisis. 

The political tempo quickened 
here last month with the return of 
opposition leader Benazir Bhutto 
from exile and her massive rallies 
in a whirlwind campaign for new 
elections by next autumn. 

But as Ms. Bhutto suspended 
hercampaign for foe current Mus- 
lim fasting month of Ramadan, 
foe government got a legal jolt 
from Mr. Imam who it decided to 
remove before foe scheduled pre- 
sentation of the budget to foe ass- 
embly on Thursday. 

The controversy was initiated 
by an independent deputy who 
charged that Mr. Junejo, picked 
by President Mohammad Zia U! 
Haq to lead the assembly elected 
in no-party polls in February, 
1985, had violated the no-party 
law himself. 

Haji Saifullah Khan, leader of 


an independent group in foe ass- 
embly, demanded that Mr. Junejo 
be unseated as the law prescribed. 

Mr. Imam, whose election vic- 
tory over Gen. Zia’s candidate as 
speaker last year was hailed as the 
first real sign of change from mil- 
itary rule, .earned the gov- 
ernment's wrath by admitting the . 
challenge and referring it to foe 
election commission for action. 

Gen. Zia, who assumed enh- 
anced powers as president before 
ending eight and a half years of 
martial law last December, swiftly 
issued a decree amending the law 
to protect Mr. Junejo in a move 
critics said smacked of continued 
one-man rule. 

Mr. Junejo had his PML party 
in the assembly decide to oust Mr, 
Imam, which led to critics painting 
the prime minster as being vin- 
dictive and the speaker as a 
martyr. 

The controversy dealt a blow to 
Mr. Junejo’s credibility, which 
had been rising in the past two 
months as he appeared to defuse 
Ms. Bhutto's challenge with a tol- 
erance not seen in Pakistani pol- 
itics in many years. - 

The PML, with a commanding 
majority in foe assembly, is con- 
fident to cany foe no-confidence 
move. But foe secret ballot adds a 
touch of uncertainty to foe vote. 

The government's vocal critics 
in foe assembly have visited sev- 


eral cities ca mpaigning for Mr. 
Imam and have predicted that 
PML members would violate foe 
party decision. 

The government's pre- 
occupation with the Imam con- 
troversy raised fears it could give 
little time to budget-making, lea- 
ving foe process to the bur- 
eaucracy. 

The government “could not 
issue meaningful guidelines to the 
budget-makers and is said to have 
confined itself to issuing a simple 
and general directive to shape foe 
budget so that it is heavily wei- 
ghted in favour of social justice, " 
an article in foe Karachi daily 
Dawn said. 

The skills of most top bur- 
eaucrats in the economic min- 
istries are limited to “conservative 
accountancy and (they) are wary 
of any kind of innovation,” the art- 
icle said. 

Government officials said the 
annual development plan for the 
□extfisca] year would be geared to 

implement a five-point pro- 
gramme of Mr. Jenejo's to give 
priority to energy, rural dev- 
elopment, literacy and social dev-' 
elopment. 

Meanwhile Ms. Bhutto said 
Saturday that an inquiry would be 
ordered into the execution of her 
father, former Prime Minister 
Zul fik ar Ah Bhutto, if her party' 
came to power. 


She made the statement in reply 
to a question during a “meet- 
foe-press” talk at foe Karachi 
Press Club. 

Prime Minister Bhutto was top- 
pled in a 1977 military coup by 
Gen. Zia, who ordered him han- 
ged in 197y on disputed murder 
conspiracy charges. 

Ms. Bhutto, who is campaigning 
for new polls by next autumn, was 
asked whether her father's case 
would be reopened if her Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) was a gain 
voted to power. 

She said: “Justice most be done. 
It is foe people’s right to know 
whether their elected prime min- 
ister had planned a political mur- 
der or whether a plan was made to 
murder him , 

“A judicial inquiry will be man* 
m the case if the PPP came back 
into power.” 

The late prime minister Was 
convicted by foe Lahore high 
court of Punjab province for con- 
spiring to commit a political mur- 
der, and the judgment was i»fer 
upheld in a 4-3 supreme court split 

Gen. Zia ignored appeals for 
clemency by numerous world lea- 
ders. 

An international group of law- 
yers later said Mr. Bhutto’s trial 
foiled to meet the minimum acc- 
epted standards jof justice or of 
Islamic Law. j 



Father returns" ' 

children to ^ 
French mother : . 

BOURG, France (R)— Twodij. 
Idren of divorced 
Algerian parents have ^ 
back into France after befog 
by their father in Algeria smoc 
<979, sources close to foe family 
have said. They said foe two ghfe 
returned clandestinely, to France . 
on May 21 . Their French mother 
had hcen granted custody of foe 
children by a French court and bad 
waged a seven-year battle to rec- 
over them from her divorced hus- 
band. A&ording to foe Ass- 
ociation for Kidnapped Children; 
more than a thousand Fre- 
nchwomen have been separated 
from their children who have been 
taken to Algeria or other cou- 
ntries in North Africa by their 
North African father*. Lsftt year- 
five Frenchwomen occupied foe " 
French embassy in Algiers to 
demand the return of their chi- 
ldren. Several of foe children were 
subsequently allowed to spend foe 
Christmas holidays in France. ' 

Peking has serious 
medicine shortage 

PEKING (R) — A shortage of 
medicines is seriously end- . 
angering the lives of patients, 
mothers and new-born babies at 
one of Peking's top hospitals, an 
open letter from its pharmacy said 
Sunday. The People's Daily .pub- 
lished the letter from the pha- 
rmacy of Peking’s Union Hospital, 
which said it received only about 
two-thirds of foe drug? needed 
with more than 1 00 drugs una- 
vailable in March this year. “The 
lives of diabetics are seriously 
endangered by a shortage of ins- 
ulin, which often leads to unc- 
onsciousness among sufferers." h 
said. Expectant mothers and (hear 
babies were also endangered by a 
shortage of medicines used to has- 
ten childbirth, it added. The letter 
sa id the pharmacy had appealed to 
several official departments fo 
Peking but with no success and . 
was now taking its case to the hig- 
hest levels of government ... 

Jailed AIDS 
carrier charged for 
biting guard 

FORT LAUDERDALE. Florida 
(AP) — An inmate who has the 
AIDS virus was charged with att- 
empted murder after biting a-jail 
guard, and a judge refused to rel- 
ease him on bond. The jurard was 
trying to move Kelly Dobbins: 26. 
from a holding room to a hearing 
room at foe Broward County Jail 
on May I when Dobbins bit him, 
sail Broward Sheriffs detective 
Don Swanson. Dobbins was cha- 
rged with attempted murder. The 
guard. Harold Bennett, . und- 
erwent extensive testing for 
AIDS, but foe results were: neg- 
ative, officials said. They said he 
will have Co be tested for AIDS 
twice each year for the next five 
years. Dobbins has tested positive 
four times for exposure to foe 
AIDS vims, but has not developed 
symptoms of foe disease. Acq- 
uired Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome AIDS is an affliction in 
which a virus attacks foe body’s 
immune system, leaving victims 
susceptible to a wide variety of 
infections and cancers. Dobbins 
was being held in Broward County 
Jail for violation of probation for a 
1982 grand theft when the inc- 
ident occurred. " . 

2 Australians 
held for 
gold smuggling 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 
Two Australians accused of sjt 
gglmg gold worth $>300,000 wt 
ordered held for further "qi 
stionkvg by police. Christopi 
Michael Mitchell, and Sieph 
Joh Qirry, were remanded to pi 
ice custody for three days fi 
lowing then- arrests. Customs o 
icials said Qirry told them the gc 
was destined, for Infos ti 
they suspected both men had tic 
with international gold stnuggjh 
According to customs repot 
Mitchell was arrested canyi 
l IJKK) grammes of gold when 
atrived at Dhaka Airport, .fix 
Singapore on Thursday nig 
Cuny was seized with 5,500 s 
mniesof gold at foe airportFridi 
lhe customs report said Cunyvi 
given foe gold by a Nepalese 
Hcmg Kong, then flew to Baagfc 
and on to Dhaka. He was quo! 
as saying he was told fo hand 
over to an unnamed person 
®f“8ladesh for shipment to Ittd 
=>«uor customs agent AH Alan 
said attempts are frequendyma 
to smuggle gold into Banglafo 
for on foe local^S* 
brought m to be smuggled ’ 
to^te , wnisiltegal¥ 



